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Farm Babies Fest! This family-friendly 
event is held on Saturday, May 12 from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Aullwood Farm, 
9101 Frederick Pike. Admission for the 
festival is only $10 per car! Enjoy hands-on
demonstrations and exhibits, homespun
farm crafts, 50/ 50 raffle, non-profit 
organizations, delicious food
and baby farm animals!

Savor local, delicious meats
from the farm at Aullwood’s
food booth including bratwurst
and barbeque pork. Indulge in 
a wide variety of treats from
sugar waffles, kettle corn, brick
oven pizza, lemon shake-ups
and goodies at the bake sale
booth.  

Meet many furry friends from
Canine Companions, Team 
Greyhound Adoption of Ohio,
Gem City Dog Obedience Club
and the Humane Society of
Greater Dayton. Visit the 
Greenview Garden Club to 
purchase herbs and flowers to
brighten up your backyard. 
Inside the Charity A. Krueger
Farm Discovery Center learn
about Aullwood’s Head Start
Nature/Farm Preschool and
check out all the vendors, 
libraries and activities in the 
auditorium. 

Enjoy adventures on the farm with a draft
horse or tractor drawn wagon ride, create
crafts and play games in the children’s 
activity area and make your own butter.
Learn about blacksmithing, beekeeping
and pond life. 

Farm Babies Fest

Cover photo: 
Pileated Woodpecker by
Ruhikant Meetei 
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Pet a lamb, watch a baby chick and visit the 
playful goats at Aullwood’s annual Farm Babies Fest! 

Nigerian dwarf kids

Belgian foal

May 12, 2018Saturday10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.



Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AullwoodAudubon

Contact us by email
AskUs@aullwood.org

Visit us on the web
www.aullwood.org

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/AullwoodAudubon
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Visit the century-old 
bank barn at 11:00 a.m.
for Duck Tales and 
Call Ducks with 
Ed Marrinan. Join Chris
Rowlands, Aullwood’s
Outreach Naturalist, and
his farmyard friends to 
sing humorous songs 
at 12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m.,
and 4:00 p.m. At 1:00
pm, the Miami Valley
Dance Council Square Dancers will be performing and inviting 
audience members to join in with them. Interact with Aullwood’s 
Black Rat Snake and other wild animals at the “Wildlife Wonders”
show at 3:00 p.m. Come have a hollerin’ of a good time!

Farm Babies Fest . . . continued

Ancona ducklings

Piglets

Aullwood’s Farm Babies Fest is made possible thanks to the
corporate support of . . .

David Yenney
State Farm
Insurance

Aullwood’s long-time 
dynamic duo, Belgian draft
horses Mick and Red, are 
set to retire at the end of 
August, 2018. 

They have served Aullwood
for many years, tirelessly entertaining literally
thousands of children, families and visitors
through wagon rides, log pulling, maple syrup
gathering, and spreading compost and manure
on our crop fields. They have certainly earned 
a rest!

Mick and Red are almost as excited as we are
that they will be joining one of their handlers’
family farms right here in Englewood! 
Eric Hagemeyer, his wife Angie, and their two
children, Elizabeth (7) and Lawson (4) will be
welcoming the Belgians to the Hagemeyer
Homestead (the Double H) where they will do
light farming and the occasional wagon ride
and spend lots of time lounging in their 
10-acre pasture and brand-new barn! 

Angie Hagemeyer will post periodic updates
on her blog, www.theedoublehlife.com so that
we can see how they are doing in their forever
home.

We have established a retirement fund for Mick
and Red in order to transfer their harnesses,
the forecart and manure spreader to the 
Hagemeyer farm. If interested, please send
your donation to the Mick and Red Retirement
Fund c/o Barbara Trick.

Mick and Red are 
Ready to Retire

The Hagemeyer family
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Year of the Bird – Help Birds at 
Aullwood’s Native Plant Sale

Celebrate the Year of the Bird and help 
birds find food, shelter and nesting sites by 
planting native plants! The Year of the Bird 
is a partnership between the National
Audubon Society, National Geographic,
BirdLife International and the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology to recognize the 100th anniversary of the Migratory

Bird Act, the importance of birds, and the conservation actions needed to preserve these amazing
creatures! Each month you are invited to take a simple, yet important action to help birds. One of the
best ways you can directly impact birds near you is to plant a variety of native plants at your home!
Visit http://www.audubon.org/yearofthebird for more information.

Aullwood’s 14th annual Native Plant Sale will feature over 100 species of native wildflowers, trees,
shrubs and grasses, many of which directly benefit birds! It will be held on Saturday, April 21 from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Charity A. Krueger Farm Discovery Center. If you pre-order plants, you
may pick them up on Friday, April 20 from 2:00–6:00 p.m. and purchase additional plants before the
sale opens to the public on April 21. Please return your completed pre-paid order form by April 11.
There is no admission charged for the sale.

Unsure which plants will attract the greatest diversity of birds to your yard? Check out Audubon’s new
Plants for Birds database at www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds to determine which native plants will
grow best in our region and what wildlife the plants support. You can also use the database to discover
which plants will attract specific bird species. Aullwood’s Native Plant Sale brochure also indicates
which plants are good food sources for songbirds, hummingbirds, caterpillars and butterflies.

Now that you’ve selected your native plants and created a landscaping plan, what else can you do to
create a bird-friendly yard? Reduce or eliminate toxic chemical use, keep cats inside, create or protect
water sources, create shelters by making brush piles or letting dead trees stand, reduce light pollution
by closing blinds or turning off excess lights and prevent window collisions. When you help birds, you
are also providing healthy habitats for other pollinators and people too! Remember, a better world
grows in your backyard!

Native Plant Sale

Please join us for a gourmet meal, inspiring performances,
and fantastic music by Chicago’s Hey Jimmy.

Dress fun and casual or elegant and formal — as long as
your attire is all white! Please get your tickets now at

http://aullwood.audubon.org/enBlanc
Valet parking will be provided. 

Cedar Waxwings

Common 
Yellowthroat (male)

Our second annual
Aullwood en Blanc will

take place on June 22, 2018
from 6:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the

exquisite Schuster Performing
Arts Center Wintergarden

Native Plant
Sale

Saturday, April 21
from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at the

Charity A. Krueger
Farm Discovery

Center

Aullwood en Blanc
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Change is never easy, ever. Indeed an entire industry
has grown up around “change management” because it
is such a fundamental element of any organization that
wishes to continue to move forward in a world that is
also changing.

This also applies to Aullwood Audubon. Now in our first six months of strategic planning, we
have identified many ways in which we might evolve to stay contemporary and continue to
educate the next generation of conservationists, environmentalists, and birders. 

One of the primary areas of review is our farm. We have spent a great deal of time looking at
how we can use the incredible gift of Aullwood farm to further our conservation conversations
with the agricultural industry here in Ohio, which is one of the most important economic drivers
and producers in our State, and indeed throughout the Mississippi Flyway. In the future, we
plan on exploring this connection in new and innovative ways, and those efforts will be obvious
to our visitors. We hope to re-introduce native quail and develop habitat that will support
them and encourage them to reproduce and thrive again. We will be looking at new ways to
rotate animal grazing between warm season and cool season grasses to reduce hay 
consumption and increase habitat for upland birds. We will also be looking at innovative 
farming techniques that use less land and utilize a systems approach to grow crops. 

At the nature center, we are reviewing our current exhibits and looking at ways to upgrade
and improve them in order to offer new and exciting experiences for our visitors. We plan on
improving our interpretive signage, rebuilding the prairie tower, and continuing to improve
the native habitats along our trails.

I want to personally invite you to support us in our journey through change. It will not happen
overnight, because it is a process, and it is necessary in order for us to stay sustainable for the
long term. We will be different and better prepared to help educate our visitors and our 
community’s youth about the importance of our beautiful earth. 

Director’s Corner

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Changes are on the Horizon

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”

— Frederick Douglas

5



By Nicole Conrad
Education Manager

What do traffic cones, straws, grocery bags, carpet and
toys have in common? They can all be made from plastic!
Plastic can be made from natural gas, oil, coal, minerals
and plants. Plastics often have a high melting point which
means plastic does not break down easily and is also
durable. Plastics can also be molded into an endless
number of shapes which makes it very convenient to use.
All of these factors combined means plastic is used in a
limitless number of products. 

Our use and heavy dependence on plastic is coming at a
price. Plastic is wreaking havoc on our environment and
wildlife. Unfortunately only a very small percentage of
plastic is actually recycled so most plastic ends up in
landfills or as litter. One need only to look along the sides
of roadways or walk along the shores of a beach to see
an endless supply of discarded plastic products. Plastic
trash is not just aesthetically displeasing. Plastic can 
release harmful chemicals into our soils and waterways.
Plastic can also be dangerous to animals as it can be 
mistaken for food. When ingested, it can make animals 
sick or even cause death. Animals can also get tangled 
in plastic trash which may limit their mobility or cause
death.

Don’t be overwhelmed with plastic. Be creative and look
for ways to use less plastic. It may not be practical to rid
our lives entirely of plastic but if we all make small, 
manageable changes we can make a really big difference!
Reducing the amount of plastic we use or making 
substitutions for plastic items is a big step to starting a
change. The environment and wildlife will thank you!

Naturally Curious

Making a Big Difference 
with Small Changes

For more information,
contact Nicole Conrad, 
Education Manager,
at 937-890-7360, 
extension 217 or 
nconrad@audubon.org 

Honeybee food wraps
and bamboo utensils

Collecting trash around a creek
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(above) Plastic spoon on beach,
rubber ducky washed on shore,
duck caught in plastic

Start making a difference with a few of these ideas:

• Use reusable cloth grocery bags instead of plastic grocery bags 
• Pick up trash and litter from roadways
• Substitute bamboo utensils when ordering takeout instead of using plastic forks, 

spoons, knives (you can keep extra utensils in your purse or vehicle)
• Carry your own containers for takeout food and leftovers
• Replace plastic water bottles with reusable water bottles
• Give gifts in reusable cloth gift bags instead of using plastic tape and wrapping paper
• Use beeswax food wrappers instead of plastic wrap or plastic sandwich bags
• Clean with vinegar and water instead of buying cleaning supplies in plastic bottles
• Substitute plastic drinking straws with stainless steel or glass straws
• Use mason jars for storing leftovers
• Buy in bulk as often as possible
• Unsubscribe to companies that send you junk mail to reduce plastic envelope windows.



A fun game of bird hide and seek
Wednesday, May 2 is the date for
Birdathon 2018. The goal is for
teams to identify at least 125 
different species of birds in a 24-hour period and raise
$15,000 for Aullwood. Last year teams and supporters 
exceeded the goal and raised a total of $16,581!

Birdathon is a fun and unique way to raise funds to support
Aullwood’s education programs. In the 2016-17 school year,
58,275 youngsters from 120 schools, 13 counties and 
22 public school districts were touched by Aullwood's
hands-on programs! Funds raised for Birdathon help 
children we serve continue to learn and experience nature
and farming. There is a birding team for everyone, although
you do not have to join a team to support Birdathon. You
can become a Birdathon sponsor by simply filling out the
pledge form below. 

The Marie S. Aull Education Center is the starting point 
for most of Aullwood’s Birdathon Teams to take flight on
May 2nd. 

• Team Cardinal (Bird Watchers who raise $100 in pledges)
will gather at 7:00 a.m. in the Marie S. Aull Education 
Center. There will be a continental breakfast and a brief talk
by a surprise guest leader. Our birding expert will lead
Team Cardinal and help us identify birds along Aullwood's
many trails. This birding adventure ends at 9:00 a.m.
Equipment needed: binoculars, walking shoes and a sense
of adventure.

• Team Warbler (Bird Watchers who raise $200 in pledges)
will depart at 6:00 a.m. for Spring Valley Wildlife Area and

bird watch with co-leaders Nicole Conrad, Environmental
Education Specialist, Nenita Lapitan, Volunteer 
Coordinator, and Cheryl Johnson, Friends of Aullwood 
former board member. A box lunch will be provided at
noon and the group will continue its bird count at other hot
spots, returning to Aullwood by 4:00 p.m.

•  Team Tanager (Bird Watchers who raise $300 in pledges)
will depart at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1 and stay
overnight at a hotel. (Aullwood will make the reservations
— participants will pay for their rooms.) The team will
begin birding late in the afternoon and resume Birdathon
adventures at 7:00 a.m. the next day. The team will visit
many key birding sites which may include: Tar Hollow State
Park, Magee Marsh, Killdeer Plains, Ottawa NWR and other
areas along Lake Erie. Team Tanager is led by Sam Romeo,
Aullwood Environmental Educator. As a special surprise,
Tom Hissong will be joining us once again! The team will
return to the Center by 9:30 p.m. This schedule is subject
to change based on the weather.

Pledge sheets for you and/or your team are available by
contacting Laurie Cothran at 937-890-7360 ext. 216 or
email lcothran@audubon.org

Birdathon 2018

May 2, 2018

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Email: 
Add my email address to the Aullwood E-Blast list:  Y  N

I want to be a member of:  ___ Team Cardinal ___ Team Warbler ___ Team Tanager  All gifts are fully tax deductible!
I pledge $________ per species for the Aullwood Birdathon (Minimum pledge is 25¢ per species.)
I pledge a lump sum gift of:  __ $1,000  __ $500  __ $100  __ $50  __ $______ (other)

___ A matching gift form is enclosed / ___ My check is enclosed (payable to National Audubon Society)
___ Charge my   VISA  MasterCard  Discover (check one)
Credit Card # Expiration _____  CVV# (3 digit code, back of card) _______
Signature __________________________________________

Please take a moment to complete the pledge form below and thank you for your support!

Birdathon 2018  Pledge Form Please return
completed form to:

Birdathon / Aullwood
Audubon Center 

1000 Aullwood Road
Dayton, OH 45414

Riverdale
Optimist Club
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For a copy of Chris Rowlands’ 
“Nature Notes — Spring 2018 ” 

stop by the Aullwood Nature Store.
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Remembering
Ardith Hamilton

How can we say goodbye to Ardith 
Hamilton, our friend and former colleague,
who died February 22, 2018 after a brief
illness. Smart, articulate, full of energy 
and vitality, Ardith was Aullwood's 
Development and Marketing Coordinator
for 14 years. 

At Aullwood's many festivals and
events, she was calm, cool and collected,
always willing to go the extra mile with a
kind heart and wonderful sense of humor.
Ardith was a champion figure skater, 
a world traveler, a loving mother, 
grandmother and friend. She led a full 
and wonderful life, enjoying the arts, 
nature, her beloved dogs and her 
retirement years in the mountains of 
Colorado. We won't say goodbye, 
Ardith will always be part of our happy
memories.

Avian Art Contest

Artwork from the 
Aullwood Avian Art 
Contest is on display in 
the Marie S. Aull 
Education Center 
beginning April 10th.
The exhibit includes art
work from Brookville 
Elementary School, 
John Hole Elementary
School and Ruskin PreK-6
School. We want to extend
a special thanks to art
teachers Becky Dunn,
Robin Klass and Kym

Beasley and all the other teachers who worked so hard
to make this project so special.

Awards for the contest will be presented on April 24 at
a special reception attended by enthusiastic students,
parents, family members, teachers and principals.

The art contest is sponsored by the family of the late
Robert L. Marquardt in memory of Enid Marquardt, 
a teacher for 30 years in the Dayton school system.

This beautiful exhibit should not be missed and will be
on display until May 19.

Sandhill Crane

Screech Owl

(left to right): Barbara Trick, Ardith Hamilton, 
Charity Krueger, Wendy Jacoby and Nenita Lapitan

April 10-May 19



For more information on
invasive plants, contact
Sarah Alverson at 
937-890-7360 ext. 218

By Sarah Alverson
Environmental Educator 
and Land Manager

A conservation victory has occurred in
Ohio — it is now illegal to sell and 
distribute 38 species of invasive plants!
Many of our top offenders made the list,
including honeysuckle species, Autumn
Olive, Garlic Mustard, Dames Rocket, 
Multiflora Rose, Buckthorn and Common
Teasel. Callery Pear is also on the list, but
you may be surprised to learn that this
tree is invasive.

Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana) is most
easily recognized by its beautiful white
flowers that are produced in the spring
prior to leaf formation. Callery Pear is a
fast growing deciduous tree with 
alternate, ovate and serrated leaves. 
This tree has several well-known cultivar
names, such as Bradford Pear, Chanticleer
Pear, Cleveland Select Pear and Aristocrat
Pear. These trees are widely planted 
because they appear to be the perfect
tree — fast growing, disease resistant,
stunning white flowers in spring, doesn’t
produce fruits and is air pollution tolerant.
Since the cultivars are clones, they are 
unable to pollinate themselves and 
produce fruits.

So how did this tree suddenly become so
invasive? To combat the weak branch issues
in the Bradford Pear, new, stronger cultivars
were developed. These cultivars were 
genetically different and able to cross
breed with other Callery Pear cultivars. 
So anytime someone new moved to a
neighborhood and planted a new pear 

cultivar, the previously sterile pears in the
neighborhood began rapidly reproducing. 
Additionally, Callery Pear is a popular root
graft stock, which is able to grow and 
reproduce even when the grafted pear dies.

This spring, keep an eye out for Callery
Pear along highways, highway 
interchanges, in woods near roads, fields
and your neighborhood. You will be
amazed at how many trees have escaped
cultivation are now growing in the wild.

Help stop this invasive from becoming
worse. Remove any Callery Pear from your
yard and don’t plant any more. Tell your
neighbors, neighborhood associations and
friends about this invasive. If you notice it
growing in the wild at Aullwood or your
local parks, let them know so they can 
remove it. Replace any Callery Pears in
your yard with native plants that will 
benefit wildlife!

Invasive Plant Watch

Callery Pear Seeds

Callery Pear in the urban area

Callery Pear near a highway

Callery Pear blossoms

Callery Pear 
(Pyrus calleryana)
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Aullwood Butterfly 
Monitoring Results 2017

Aullwood’s Chipmunk Adventures –
Class for Preschool Children
April 25 — May 23, 2018
This is a great time of year to enjoy the outdoors! 
Children enrolled in Aullwood’s Chipmunk Adventures
classes enjoy hands-on outdoor experiences, stories,
songs and crafts. Direct, hands-on experiences with
nature are not only essential for physically and 
emotionally healthy childhood development, they are
also fun! Children should be dressed for all possible
weather conditions because we will go outside unless
severe weather threatens. 

All classes for the spring Chipmunk Adventures 
will be held at the Charity A. Krueger Farm 
Discover Center at Aullwood Farm. 
Bev Holland, Environmental Educator, is the teacher
for these exciting classes so look forward to fun, new
adventures this spring!
For more information call 937-890-7360.

Chipmunk Adventures . . .
is for 2-5 year olds (with an adult). The themes and dates are:

Spring Sings April 25 Wednesday 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Color Me Happy May 23 Wednesday 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Individual classes:
$15 for members, $17 for non-members 
Class limit: 10 (5 minimum)

Chipmunk Adventures

During the 2017 monitoring season at Aullwood, 
44 species were observed and 1,288 individual 
butterflies and skippers were seen. The five most 
abundant species were Spring/Summer Azures, 
Cabbage Whites, Pearl Crescents, Silver-spotted 
Skippers and Little Wood-satyrs; these five species 
account for 55% of the total butterflies observed. 
Overall, the number of species and individuals observed
were low across the region, which is attributed to the
warm winter. However, a new species was observed 
at Aullwood this year, an ‘Olive’ Juniper Hairstreak. 
We also observed more American Lady butterflies 
(3 individuals) than we have in count history.

If you love butterflies and want to help monitor their
populations, then join Aullwood’s Long Term Butterfly
Monitoring (LTBM) team! Each week we walk a route
through several different habitats at Aullwood and
record the butterflies and skippers we encounter. 
Aullwood’s data is compiled with other monitoring 
locations and scientists around the state to discern
state-wide trends in butterfly populations, including
changes in ranges, dates of appearance and the 
impacts of climate change.

Butterfly 
enthusiasts of 
all skill levels are
invited to join our group! We will begin our first 
monitoring session on Thursday, April 5 at 2:30 p.m. at
the Nature Center (weather permitting). No experience
is necessary, just an excitement to observe butterflies! 

Contact Sarah Alverson to be added to the call list at
salverson@audubon.org or 937-890-7360, ext. 218. If you
are unable to join us for the weekly butterfly monitoring,
don’t miss Aullwood’s NABA Butterfly Census on 
Saturday, July 21.

American Lady

‘Olive’ Juniper
Hairstreak

Preschool child with toy egg Preschool child dressed as 
an insect

11



12

-
April is a beautiful month with
spring wildflowers appearing in the
woodlands and is a great time to
visit Aullwood. General admission
is $7.00/adult and $5.00/child 
unless otherwise noted. Members
of Aullwood and National Audubon
Society are admitted free. 
Call 937-890-7360 for more 
information.

April 2
Volunteer Training: Wildflowers with
Bob Henn 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
(Center)

April 5, 12, 19, 26
Morning Discovery Walks for Adults
8:00–9:30 a.m. (Center)

April 8, 15, 29
Spring Wildflower Walks 2:30 p.m.
(Center)

April 5 – October 31
Long-term Butterfly Monitoring 
(Center)

April 10 – May 19
Avian Art Contest Exhibit (Center)

April 14
Membership Appreciation Event
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Center)

April 20
Native Plant Sale Pre-order Pick-up
2:00–6:00 p.m. (Farm)

April 21
Native Plant Sale 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
(Farm)

April 22
Earth Day Everyday Walk
2:30 p.m. (Center)

April 23
Native Plant Sale Takedown
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Farm)

April 24
Avian Art Contest Reception
7:00 p.m. (Center)

April 25
Chipmunk Adventures – Spring Sings
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Farm)

April 30
Habitat Healer Day
9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. (Center/Aullwood
Gardens)

Morning Discovery Walks 

for Adults

Thursdays, April 5, 12, 19, 26 from
8:00–9:30 a.m. Enjoy a weekly walk
along  Aullwood’s trails to explore the
wonderful seasonal changes taking
place at Aullwood. Bring binoculars!
(Center)

Spring Wildflower Walks

Sundays,  April 8, 15, 29 starting at 
2:30 p.m. During the month of  April
Aullwood’s wildflower trail is full of
colorful spring flowers. Bloodroot, 
trillium, skunk cabbage, Virginia blue-
bells and celandine poppies carpet the
woodland floor. Discover spring 
wildflowers with us on a walk at 
Aullwood! (Center)

Earth Day Everyday Walk

Sunday,  April 22 starting at 2:30 p.m.
Join us on a beautiful spring walk
around Aullwood to celebrate Earth
Day. Learn how the earth works in
harmony by exploring our land, water
and air. (Center)

April 2018 Programs

Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

April 14, 2018

Membership Appreciation Day

begins Saturday,  April 14, 2018

with a 9:15 a.m. Morning Walk

with Tom Hissong followed by

his talk North to Alaska: 

Cruising the Inside Passage at

10:30 a.m. Come to the 

Marie S. Aull Education Center

and join us for a delightful morn-

ing sure to inspire you! Raffle

prizes, cupcakes, coffee and

other surprises will be available

for all members attending!

Please let us know you are 

coming at 937-890-7360. 

See you there!

Membership 
Appreciation Day

Alaskan Brown Bear

Sea Otters
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April 14
with Tom
Hissong

Monarch on Coneflower
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Join us for fun programs in 
the month of May when baby 
animals frolic at the Farm and
many colorful bird migrants 
return to Ohio. General 
admission is $7.00/adult and
$5.00/child unless otherwise
noted. Members of Aullwood 
and National Audubon 
Society are admitted free.
Call 937-890-7360 for 
more information.

May 1, 2
Aullwood Birdathon (Center)

May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Morning Discovery Walks for Adults
8:00–9:30 a.m. (Center)

May 5
Ardith Hamilton: Celebration 
of Life Open House
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (Farm)

May 5
Central Ohio’s Historical Tour
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. (Depart from
Farm)

May 5
Habitat Healer Day
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Center)

May 6
Discovery Adventure Walk
2:30 p.m. (Center)

May 12
Farm Babies Fest
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (Farm)
Nature Center Closed

May 21
Habitat Healer Day
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Center)

May 23
Chipmunk Adventures – Color Me
Happy 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Farm)

May 26
Feathered Frenzy Walk
2:30 p.m. (Center)

May 28
Aullwood Closed –
Memorial Day

Morning Discovery Walks 

for Adults

Thursdays, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 from
8:00–9:30 a.m. Enjoy a weekly walk
along Aullwood’s trails to explore
the wonderful seasonal changes 
taking place at Aullwood. Bring
binoculars! (Center)

Discovery Adventure Walk

Sunday, May 6 starting at 2:30 p.m.
Enjoy the delights of spring on this
fun discovery adventure walk. Stroll
around Aullwood to find flowers
blooming, listen for birds singing and
see what other discoveries we can
make. (Center)

Feathered Frenzy Walk

Saturday, May 26 starting at 
2:30 p.m. Join us for a fun bird 
adventure as we hike around 
Aullwood’s habitats seeking our
feathered friends. Keep your eyes
and ears open for the migrants that
have returned to spend the summer
at Aullwood. Bring your binoculars!
(Center)

May 2018 Programs

Goat kids

Ruby-throated hummingbird

Aullwood joins 
the Blue Star 
Museums 2018
Aullwood has once again 
joined an innovative program
sponsored by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the 
Department of Defense, and 
Blue Star Families — Blue Star
Museums 2018. Through this 
program, Aullwood will show 
our support for America’s armed
forces by providing free general
admission to active duty military
personnel from all branches of
the service, National Guard
members, as well as Reserve
members. 

These service members or
spouses may bring up to 5 family
members from June 1, 2018 until
September 2, 2018.

Museums across the country,
from fine arts museums to 
science and nature centers and
historic sites, are participating.
Blue Star Museums provides the
gift of an outstanding museum
experience to thousands of 
military families. The program
strengthens both museums and
military communities and says
thank you to military personnel
who give so much!

R
uh

ik
an

t M
ee

te
i



14

June 2018 Programs

Aullwood Program and Class Calendar

Summer is here and it is the per-
fect time to explore Aullwood.
General admission is $7.00/adult
and $5.00/child unless otherwise
noted. Members of Aullwood and
National Audubon Society are ad-
mitted free. Call 937-890-7360 for
more information.

June 3
Free Admission Day

June 4
Volunteer Field Trip: Oak Openings
Natural Area 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
(Depart from Center)

June 5
Summer Earth Adventures Training
6:30–8:30 p.m. (Center-

June 6
Nature Center and Farm Closed –
Staff Work Day

June 7, 14, 21, 28
Morning Discovery Walks for Adults
8:00–9:30 a.m. (Center)

June 9
Snakes, Turtles and Frogs, Oh My!
Walk 2:30 p.m. (Center)

June 10
Aullwood’s Breeding Bird Census
6:30 a.m. (Center)

June 11 –  August 10
Summer Earth Adventures Classes
(Center and Farm)

June 16
Paint and Color with Nature Activity
2:30 p.m. (Center)

June 22
Nature Center and Farm Closed 

June 22
Aullwood En Blanc (Offsite)

June 24
Buggin’ Out Walk 2:30 p.m. (Center)

Morning Discovery Walks 

for Adults

Thursdays, June 7, 14, 21, 28 from
8:00–9:30 a.m. Enjoy a weekly walk
along Aullwood’s trails to explore the
summer season at Aullwood. Bring
binoculars! (Center)

Snakes, Turtles and Frogs, 

Oh My! Walk

Saturday, June 9 starting at 2:30 p.m.
Search for snakes, turtles, frogs and
salamanders in Aullwood’s woods 
and ponds. Delve into the world of
reptiles and amphibians and learn
where they live, how they are unique
and why they are so important. 
(Center)

Aullwood’s Breeding 

Bird Census

Sunday, June 10 starting at 6:30 a.m.
Help us conduct a census of the
breeding birds found in our sanctuary.
Starting early in the morning we 
listen, watch and count the different
species and discover how many birds
live here. Data from the annual 
breeding bird census enables us to
manage our sanctuary for a rich 
diversity of birds. Come and help us
count our birds! (Center)

Paint and Color with 

Nature Activity

Saturday, June 16 starting at 2:30 p.m.
Spend an hour with us on the back
porch at the Nature Center, painting
with mud, clay, and berries. Color with
grass, leaves and walnuts. Create your
own masterpiece to take home, while
making a special nature memory.
(Center)

Buggin’ Out Walk 

Sunday, June 24 starting at 2:30 p.m.
Grab an insect net and scoop up 
butterflies, ladybugs and more! Come
learn about all kinds of bugs and other
critters on this fun buggy adventure.
(Center)

Jack-in-the-Pulpit

Baltimore Oriole chicks

Map turtle with berry

Indigo Bunting

Red and black ripening blackberries
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The Aullwood Effect
Aullwood’s famous Summer Earth Adventures are
coming soon! Build a beaver dam, search for tiny
bugs and other aquatic critters in ponds and
streams or learn how to keep our Earth green and
clean! 

Help with animal care at the farm, learn how to
cook with produce from the garden, or create
some nature-themed artwork! 2018 is the “Year of the Bird.” We will celebrate birds
by learning about them and also by helping them. The Aullwood Effect is the idea
that birds passing over our beautiful, green and lush property will stop by for the
day to explore, eat, and perhaps catch the eye of a hiker. During these Summer
Earth Adventure sessions we will spend time in the prairie looking for big
grasshoppers, stick our hands deep in the mud to find frogs, or wade in the
streams to find crayfish the same way birds do.

The 2018 Summer Earth Adventure classes will be held the following weeks:

Session 1 June 11–15 Session 5 July 16-20 
Session 2 June 18–21 Session 6 July 23-27
Session 3 June 25–29 Session 7 July 30–August 3
Session 4 July 9–13 Session 8 August 6–10

To register for classes call Aullwood at 937-890-7360 or complete the registration
form in the Summer Earth Adventures brochure, available in April. Classes fill up
quickly, so register now!

Have you aged out of Summer Earth Adventures classes but still want to be 
involved in the program? Aullwood is seeking volunteer assistants (ages 14 and
up) to help with Summer Earth Adventures. Volunteer assistants lend a hand with
a variety of tasks to help the teacher provide an exciting class for the youngsters
attending.

Please contact Nenita Lapitan at nlapitan@audubon.org or call 937-890-7360 
ext. 214 if you are interested in helping out this year.

Student at pond

Child investigates a plant

Summer Earth
Adventures 2018
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April – May – June 2018
Volunteer Corner

You had so many accomplishments this past fiscal year, the staff wanted to
make sure everyone knows how much you contribute to Aullwood’s success! 

This quarter, we’re recognizing volunteers who work directly with youth in
two of Aullwood’s special programs. 

Summer Earth Adventures Assistants help children experience nature in a fun
and meaningful way. Their adventures include wading in creeks to smearing
mud on faces to washing pigs! Our SEA assistants:  Laura Blumenstein, 
Ashley Britton, Mackenzie Britton, Emilia Brown, Pat Burnside, 
Chloe Costello, Erin Dorn, Stephanie Dorn, Isabella Emmons, Beth Fuller,
Janie Gehman, Noah Greer, Evan Hill, Bob Lorenzetti, Jean Lorenzetti, 
Lane Mergler, Cori Mobley, Ryan Monroe, Mike O’Callaghan, Kaitlyn Stose,
Tim Stubblefield, Sydney Weaver, Ryland Watts and Xavier Watts.

READS is Aullwood’s after-school program where volunteer mentors make
meaningful connections between children and nature. This program has a
proven record of building confidence and increasing reading skills so students
are able to pass standardized tests. Our READS mentors:  Jean Bindeman,
Sherry Bowers, Bill Doorley, Jane Doorley, Beth Fuller, Mary Harris, 
Lydia Heil, Andrea Hirtle, Pat Jones, Mary Limbert, Bob Lorenzetti, 
Jean Lorenzetti, Linda Pierce, Ruth Pruitt, Sharon Severt, Linda Shapiro,
Debbie Stelzer, Jeanne Sterling, Ann Tomsen, Kathy Turner, 
Bonnie Whitescarver, Henry Wilson and Hazel Wilson.

Volunteering makes an immeasurable difference in the lives of others. It can
also help you — from lowering stress to boosting self-confidence, volunteering
offers many health benefits. If you search the Internet, there are over 19 million
hits for articles on how doing good helps people lead better, healthier lives.
Start volunteering and reap these rewards:

1. Enjoy a sense of purpose and fulfillment.
2. Increase your self-confidence.
3. Increase your social interaction.
4. Decrease your risk of depression. 
5. Stay physically and mentally active. 
6. Reduce stress levels.
7. Experience “The Happiness Effect” — when you help others, 

you’ll get that same feel-good sense you get after a vigorous workout 
(from the release of dopamine.)

Source: “Get the Good” AARP Health Benefits from Volunteering

Featured Volunteers – You!

Help Yourself by Giving Back
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Former Aullwood Intern 
Tiffany Adams removing bush
honeysuckle from Muskrat Marsh

Jared Jacobs removing Garlic
Mustard

Save the Date 
The Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner will
be at the Farm on 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018
from 5–8 p.m.

Spring into Summer 
Volunteer Activities 
and Opportunities

For more information
about these opportunities
or to sign up, please call 
Nenita Lapitan, Manager
of Volunteer and Rental
Services 937-890-7360,
ext. 214 or email 
nlapitan@audubon.org



Native Plant Sale at the Farm
Wednesday, April 18: Set-up from 1-4 p.m.
Thursday, April 19: Set-up from 9 a.m.–12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m.
Friday, April 20: Finish set up and presale orders; 
assist with pre-sale order pickup. 
Two shifts: 12–3 p.m. OR 3–6 p.m.
Saturday, April 21: event day — 3 shifts and many ways to
assist. 
Monday, April 23: Break down from 9:00 a.m.–12 p.m.
For information and to sign up, visit 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044badae2ca1f85-native

Habitat Healer Day: 
Plants for Birds at the Nature Center
May 5 — 9:00 a.m.–12 p.m. 
Enrich woodland, wetland and prairie habitats to support
birds and pollinators like butterflies and bees! Volunteers
will plant native wildflowers and grasses in various habitats
and/or remove non-native invasive plants such as bush
honeysuckle and garlic mustard. Equipment and gloves
provided. Complimentary lunch provided from 12-1 p.m.
and each volunteer will receive a native plant to take home.
Meet at the Nature Center. For information and to sign up:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044badae2ca1f85-
habitat1

Farm Babies Fest at the Farm
Help set up on Friday
morning, May 11 or 
assist in one of our
many activity areas on
Saturday, May 12. 
We’re always looking
for volunteers to join
our team, if you have
an interest, please let
us know!

For information and to
sign up:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044badae2ca1f85-farm 

Summer Earth Adventures Assistants – 
Adults and Youth

If you are 14 or older and you enjoy nature, consider spend-
ing part of your summer as a Summer Earth Adventures
Assistant! This is a great opportunity for youth to complete
school, honor society or organizational volunteer service

requirements or for adults
who enjoy being outside
with kids during the sum-
mertime and to build skill
sets for anyone’s resume!
Summer Earth Adventures
begins the week of June 11
and ends August 10. Volun-
teer commitment is one week
from 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. 
You pick the week that works best with your schedule!

Groundskeeping Volunteers to help 
with Mowing and Trimming
Aullwood’s 
Maintenance Crew 
is looking for one or
two early bird 
volunteers who
enjoy working 
outdoors during the
cool morning hours.
Experience using a
zero-turn mower or 
gas weed-eater is
helpful. Time involved
is once a week from 7–9 a.m.  Volunteers must be age
18+, possess a valid driver’s license and have vehicle 
insurance. Training provided and volunteers must follow
Aullwood’s safety practices. 

Farm Helping Hands 
Farm Hands help with farm chores and other work on
the farm, including clearing fencerows and mucking out
stalls. Volunteers must be age 18+, able to lift at least
30 pounds, be willing to follow Aullwood’s Standard
Operating Procedures for livestock and safety practices;
experience working with livestock is preferred. After ex-
tensive training, volunteers must be able to handle
chores independently. 

17

Volunteers of all ages can
create bird-friendly habitats.

Girl Scouts helping with recycling
efforts at Farm Babies Fest

Families collecting trash along the
Wolf Creek in West Dayton

Save these dates:

• Native Plant Sale — week of April 16, event on April 21

• Habitat Healer Day — May 5

• Farm Babies Fest — May 12

• Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner — August 28
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Leppla Associates, Ltd.
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Nancy Nerny
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Theda & Tamblin Clark Smith 
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Abbey Credit Union
Bella Sorella Pizza Co.
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Gymnastics for the Future
Hairless Hare Brewery
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Porter Wright Morris &
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Cheepers! Birding on a Budget
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Illinois Tool Works
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Area Wide Services
Bahl and Gaynor
College Women’s Club of Dayton
James and Joan Jambor
Sandy Williams, 

State Farm Insurance
 Systems C S Services, Inc.
Tri-Moraine Audubon Society

A Special Thanks to our Community Partners
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Would you like 
to be “greener” 
and receive the
Aullwood
newsletter
through 
your email? 
To help lower
our printing and
postage costs while helping the
environment by not using as
many valuable resources, request
that your quarterly newsletter be
sent to you electronically. 

Call us at 937-890-7360 and give
us your information. We’ll do the
rest! Both Aullwood and Mother
Earth thank you for this effort 
to be greener. The Aullwood
Newsletter is always available
on-line at our website 
www.aullwood.org.

Help Aullwood and 
the Environment! 



Memorials / Tributes . . .
Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director
Leesa Alexander
Farm Office Assistant
Sarah Alverson
Environmental Educator
and Land Manager
Nicole Conrad
Education Manager
Terry Cope
Maintenance
Laurie Cothran
Development and
Marketing Manager
Pam Dittner
Farm Building Operator
Ken Fasimpaur
IT Manager
Beth Fuller
Events Assistant
Bev Holland
Environmental
Educator
Jenna Jones
Database Assistant
Mikell Kloeters
Environmental
Educator
Nenita Lapitan
Rental & Volunteer
Services Manager
Melissa Nicely
Housekeeping
Tara Pitstick
Environmental
Educator
Pat Rice
Maintenance Manager
Sam Romeo
Environmental 
Educator
Chris Rowlands
Environmental Educator/
Outreach
Dalynn Sours
Store Coordinator
Barbara Trick
Office Manager
Jeff Trick 
Farmer

Aullwood Staff
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Susan Kathleen Black
Foundation

John & Loraine Boeke

Cargill

Dayton Rotary Club

Dorothy Lane Market

Al & Denise Eder

Mary H. Kittredge 
Fund of The Dayton 
Foundation

William E. Landis

Greg Merkle

Morgan Stanley
Foundation

Northmont Rotary Club

Mike O’Callaghan

Thomas Ostendorf

Karen & Lou Raterman

Linda and Joel Shapiro

Larry & Dee Smith

Todd Stowe

Don Swort

Hope & Robert Taft

John Timmer

Patrick Turnbull

Robert L. Vogel

In memory of Charles “Ted” Cashner
Michael & Virginia Beamish
Carol Gordon Brunswick
The Helsinger Family
Jim & Nancy Kinnison
Cathy & Paul Knoop
Nancy Mishler

In memory of Harold & Gladys Dawson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dawson

In memory of Ardith Hamilton
Karen Brown
Winigene Brown
Paul N. Finkel
Thomas Hamilton
Casey Wohl Hartt
Andy & Jane Higgins
Ron & Judy Hill
Doris & Bill Hinegardner
Mandy & Brian Jarrett
Kathryn, Greg, Charlie & Matthew King
Mikell Kloeters 
Charity Krueger
Mary Olt
Cindy Ray
Tom & Karen Rodgers
Jean H. Rowe
Sarah Sillin
Jim, Rose & Brad Scott
Jeanne Sterling
Hope Taft
Barbara Trick
 David Wyse

In memory of Deborah Hept
Arvie & Rita Schieltz

In memory of William Hobart
Ardith Hamilton
Charity Krueger

In memory of Gale Horvath
Julie Horvath

In memory of Jerry Jacobson
Idele Ports & Family

In memory of Marjorie Niesley
Greenview Garden Club

In memory of Jayne Omerod
Banston Family
Steve Omerod

In memory of Vera Lentz Opdyke
David & Phyllis Bills

In memory of Donald Olt
Charity Krueger

In memory of Howard C. Patton, Jr
Jim and Jeanette Patton

In memory of Duncan Powell
Charity Krueger

In memory of William O. Smith, DVM
Ron & Liz Cramer

In memory of Steven Wargo
Ardith Hamilton
Charity Krueger
Jim and Joyce Overholser
Jane Ronemus and Molly
John Staten
Connie Woods

In memory of and to honor Susan Siehl
John Siehl
Timothy & Nancy Siehl

In celebration of Linda Shapiro’s birthday
Judith E. Woll

In honor of Aullwood Volunteers
Charity Krueger

In honor of Jean Bindeman
Kathleen Ogilve

In honor of Pam & Bill Kramer
Gregory Batton

In honor of Judy McCormick
Beverly Parker

Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm gratefully
acknowledges donations from the following:

Thank You . . .
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Going out of town? 
Let us know your temporary
address so we can send your
newsletter to the right place.

www.aullwood.org

Kroger Community Rewards Program
Register your Kroger Plus Card online at
www.krogercommunityrewards.com
and link to Aullwood’s NPO number
81706 and remember to swipe your
enrolled Kroger Plus Card first before
paying! You will know your card has been 
successfully registered when you see at the bottom
of your receipt: “At your request, Kroger is donating
to Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.” Aullwood
will receive a quarterly check based on the amount
all of our members spend at Kroger!

Dorothy Lane Market's 
Good Neighbor Program
It’s easy to join the DLM Good
Neighbor Program. Go to the service desk at your
local Dorothy Lane Market, complete an application
and designate Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm
as your charity! You must use your Club DLM card
for your purchases to be included and spend at least
$1,000 during the year. Please keep in mind you
must re-enroll each year for the good Neighbor 
Program. 

Buy and Donate Business Partnerships
All of these partnerships support Aullwood’s high quality educational programs for children. 

Help Aullwood by registering today!

AmazonSmile
Aullwood will receive .5% of the purchase price of all eligible items and 
participating is simple. Go to “smile.amazon.com” for all your usual Amazon
shopping. Select Friends of Aullwood, Inc., as your charity and your shopping experience 
stays the same. This is just another way for you to support Aullwood!

Call Laurie Cothran at 937-890-7360 ext. 216 for more details.


