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Farm Babies Fest this year will bigger and better
than before! Visit the many farm babies in the
Bank Barn including our goat kids, piglets and
lambs. See the amazing new Ayam Cemani — 
all black chickens including their skin, bones,
comb, and eyes — or the Indio Gigante chicks —
destined to become the world’s tallest chicken,
with roosters often reaching over 36 inches! 

Ayam Cemani chickenGuinea hog piglets

Indio Gigante chicken

Farm Babies Fest ’23

At Its Very Best!

Aullwood is also excited
to welcome the Ohio
School of Falconry’s
Raptor Roadshow this

year! Watch raptors free fly and learn
about the ancient art of falconry during
this 45-minute show which begins each
day at 2:00 p.m. Falcon during free flight

Ayam Cemani chick

May 13 & 1410:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AullwoodAudubon

Visit us on the web
www.aullwood.org

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/AullwoodAudubon

Contact us by email
AskUs@aullwood.org

Enjoy a lunch from Timeless Tacos, Buckeye Burgers, 
Bella Sorella (on Sunday), or a hamburger or hot dog 
from the Vandalia Lions Club. 

We will also have the same tried and true Children’s 
Activity area, craft vendors, and access to Thomas Dambo’s
“The Troll That Hatched an Egg” exhibit. All of this and
more for regular admission. Member admission discounted. 

Cincinnati Circus 
stiltwalkers and jugglers

Aullwood Farm

Balloon sculptures

Farm Babies Fest presented by Additional support provided by

and . . .

Turtle Parade

Enjoy Cincinnati Circus Fun at Farm Babies Fest ’23
Come enjoy performers from the Cincinnati Circus as they juggle on stilts,
or create amazing balloon sculptures. Take a turn on our stilts if you’d like
to learn, or ride on the Turtle Parade. 

Farm Babies Fest continued . . .

Bodil – Mother troll

Stiltwalkers

Nigerian dwarf kid

Bella Sorella food truck

Ke
n 

Fa
si

m
pa

ur



The Critical Importance of Birding Ethics 

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Owls are incredible creatures. There is something magical about
the intelligence in their faces and their piercing, knowing eyes — 
it is no wonder that J. K. Rowling made Harry Potter’s owl, 
Hedwig, a stunning Snowy owl (played by 7 different owls in the
Harry Potter series!).

This is the time of year that owls raise their young. In fact, their
young have probably already hatched and they have begun the
constant task of trying to keep them fed. We were privileged this
year to have several different species of owls make Aullwood their
home, including an Eastern screech owl and a Great horned owl.
We recently planted an additional 244 conifer trees on the prop-
erty to expand habitat for them, and other wildlife, in the future. 

Having these birds on our property is a responsibility that we take
very seriously. There are birding ethics that we expect our visitors
to adhere to while birding on our property and it is a good 
reminder, no matter how enticing it is, that we find the fine line 
between interfering with their lives, and merely observing 
respectfully from a distance. Please familiarize yourself with these
ethics and reach out to learn more from the American Birding 
Association at: https://www.aba.org/aba-code-of-birding-ethics/

In that dawn chorus 
one hears the throb 

of life itself. 
— Rachel Carlson

Great horned owl young
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• Don’t get too close — if 
the owl looks at you 
frequently, you’re too close.

• Stay on “the sidelines” and
don’t enter an open area 
where an owl is hunting.

• Use binoculars or a scope 
for viewing and a telephoto
lens for photography.

• Use a blind to minimize 
your presence — your car 
or even just hide behind a 
tree.

• Do not intentionally “flush”
an owl.

• If you use audio recordings,
minimize their impact on 
birds, and follow the ABA 
Code of Birding Ethics.

• Use discretion when 
sharing the location of an 
owl; usually it’s best to 
provide details only to 
people you can trust to 
treat the owl safely.

• Do not feed owls anything 
such as mice, which may 
cause them to get used to 
people and can also result 
in collisions with cars and 
buildings.

• Avoid the use of flash 
photography, especially 
after dark.

• Eliminate noise to avoid 
interfering with a bird’s 
auditory hunting — if you’re
viewing from a car, turn off
the engine; if you’re with 
others, talk in a whisper 
only when necessary.

Birding Ethics
Courtesy of the Chicago
Audubon Society

Director’s Corner

Great horned owl at sunset

Eastern screech owl
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Native Plant Sale — In-Person Only!

Flower Power
Let Aullwood’s Nature Store help 
you bring the power of flowers 
to your home landscape. Find 
inspiration in our wide selection of
books: Native Plant Gardening for
Birds, Bees & Butterflies, Bringing 
Nature Home, Prairie Peninsula and
Urban & Suburban Meadows to name 
a few. We stock field guides to Ohio
wildflowers, trees, insects and birds for
both adults and children. Try a 
pair of bamboo gardening gloves 
and soothing lotions for hard-working
hands. Relax with a Cavallini & Co.
Flower Garden jigsaw puzzle 
featuring vintage images. Revel in 
the beauty of spring and summer.

19th Annual Native Plant Sale!
Friday, April 28 and Saturday, April 29

Native plants matter: to birds, bees, butterflies, other 
insects, animals and human beings. When you create 
or restore an area with native plants, you are helping 
to preserve biodiversity. Each native planting area 
provides food and shelter to numerous insects, birds 
and other animals.

This year’s sale is in-person only on Friday, April 28 
and Saturday, April 29 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pike. You may walk 
down the aisles and select the plants that you want 
to bring home with you. We are offering more than 
100 species of native flowers, grasses, sedges, shrubs 
and trees that will happily grow in a variety of soil 
and light conditions. Spring ephemerals such as 
Virginia bluebells, Giant White trillium, Mayapple, 
Squirrel corn, Twinleaf, and more are also available, 
though quantities are limited.

To see our exact plant offerings this year, download 
the Native Plant Sale catalog PDF from our website 
at https://aullwood.audubon.org/NPS today. Each 
plant’s catalog description includes soil and light 
requirements, colorful photos, and ways in which the 
plant supports pollinators and native wildlife. Need
help deciding which plants will attract the most birds 
and wildlife to your garden? Check Audubon’s Plants for Birds 
database at https://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds for assistance.

Also available at the sale will be an array of gardening and bird-related
items from our Nature Store and Gift Shop, including planters, field
guides, hummingbird feeders, puzzles, decorative items and more!

Study our catalog early and make a list of the plants you would like 
for your gardens. Admission to the Aullwood Native Plant Sale will be
free for all shoppers. Purchases may be made with VISA, MasterCard,
or Discover, check or cash. Boxes will be available to hold your plants
and volunteers will be available to assist with loading large orders.
Plant prices include tax; all plant sales are final. See you at the Native
Plant Sale!

Virgina bluebells

Sneezeweed

Sullivant’s milkweed

Aullwood Native Plant Sale 

The Nature Store

Phlox
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Aullwood’s Long-term Butterfly Monitoring walks 
are starting soon! Join Environmental Educator Sam
Romeo on a hike through Aullwood’s transect trail to
identify, count and monitor butterfly and skipper 
populations. Butterfly enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to participate; every additional set of eyes helps
and you will learn more about local butterflies in the
process. 

Aullwood’s butterfly monitoring happens every 
Tuesday at 2:30 p.m. April through June if 
temperatures and weather conditions permit. 
This community science activity is carried out by 
professionals and amateurs alike every year in many 
locations across Ohio and the data compiled to track
population changes and blooming times of their 
host plants. 

If you enjoy butterflies and want to learn more about
them, contact Sam Romeo at sam.romeo@audubon.org
to join Aullwood's Long-term Butterfly Monitoring Team
and be added to the mailing list. Preregistration is 
required; registered participants will be notified if 
monitoring is cancelled or rescheduled due to weather
concerns. Join us to observe and track these beautiful
winged treasures!

Eastern Tiger swallowtail

Giant swallowtail

Mourning cloak
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Long-term Butterfly Monitoring
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Saturday, June 17 • 6:00 pm-9:00 pm
Join us at Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pike, for Beer & Brewing with 
A Taste of Aullwood. Get ready for fun at the farm as Bluewater Kings
Band entertains us all with their energetic and delightful tunes. Bring your
own chairs to relax and take in the show as you spend time with friends
and neighbors or dance the night away in the Farm Pavilion. Your ticket
includes seven (7) tastes from our local craft brewers who will be set up
around the farmyard. Find your favorite brew and purchase full size beers
($7.00) from any of our brewers or the Bonbright Distributors truck.
Warped Wing Brewing Company, Hairless Hare Brewery, and Fifth Street
Brewpub (plus more) will join us. A special thanks to our sponsor, 
Bonbright Distributors, who will bring Miller Lite and several amazing 
regional craft beers on their beer truck.

Local Food Trucks will offer delicious dinner options for you to purchase
and enjoy. Try the tasty offerings from Company 7 BBQ, El Diablo Grill
and more. What could be better than good music, good beer, and good
food? You can even take a stroll to see Aullwood’s trolls! 100% of your
ticket price supports Aullwood’s environmental education programs for
local students. Be sure to get your raffle tickets for amazing prizes 
including howlers, growlers, baskets and gift cards.

The cost is $30/person pre-sale or $35 at the door. Get your tickets now!
The event runs from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 17, 2023 at
Aullwood Farm. We expect a sell-out! Get your tickets online at 
aullwood.org or call 937-890-7360.

Aullwood Audubon Summer Earth Adventures 
Camp is For the Birds! June 5-August 11
Aullwood is excited to offer Summer Earth Adventures Day Camp 
from June 5—August 11 (no camp the week of July 3rd).
Spend a week with us and walk in the creek, hike through woods and
prairie, watch birds, meet our wildlife and farm ambassadors, do nature
artwork, write music, learn outdoor survival and more! There will be 
different activities, crafts and explorations every day!

Summer Earth Adventures are for children in kindergarten through sixth
grade, and will run Monday—Friday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with early
drop and late pickup options to 5:30 p.m.

Registration is online only and
is coming in April. It will be
open to Friends of Aullwood
members first, and then to
the general public. For more
information email us at
AskUs@aullwood.org.

Sample locally brewed beer

77

Beer & Brewing with A Taste of Aullwood



Here Comes the Sun

By Nenita Lapitan
Manager of Volunteer & Rental Services

Native flowers appear in the spring like little
jewels, and are so welcome after the long,
cold days of winter (to paraphrase The 
Beatles). They make us feel cheerful and
hopeful that warmer weather is on the way.
Many of these flowers are considered
“ephemeral” as they are gone as quickly as
they come. These are some of the native 
flowers that appear each spring across 
Aullwood’s property.

Virginia bluebell (Mertensia virginica)
Planted initially by Marie Aull, these beautiful
bluebells have populated the woods and 
gardens throughout Aullwood Garden
MetroParks and Aullwood Audubon. They are 
a spring favorite, blanketing the woods with a
riot of color. Visitors make the trek every year
to enjoy these fleeting flowers.

Celandine poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum)
Also called Yellow Wood poppy, this perennial plant is native to Ohio’s
woodlands. This plant blooms April through May, attracting many 
pollinators, including native bees. Celandine poppy looks lovely when 
paired with Virginia bluebell, and does well in semi-shaded gardens with
rich, fertile soil. This plant is available for purchase at Aullwood’s Native
Plant Sale.

Marsh marigold (Caltha palustris)
A wetland plant, this lovely perennial
has large heart-shaped leaves and
bright, shiny yellow flowers that 

appear in April and May. The flowers are 
appreciated by early spring pollinators, and
birds enjoy eating the seed heads. A word
of warning, though, as the leaves of this
plant are toxic.

Other spring wildflowers at Aullwood 
include Trillium, Bloodroot, Trout lily, 
Jack-in-the-pulpit, and Hepatica. 
Come and see them while they last!

Naturally Curious

Virginia bluebells

Celandine poppy

Round-leafed Hepatica

Jack-in-the-pulpit

Marsh marigold

Bloodroot
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Birding at Aullwood

Sam Romeo

Indigo bunting

Brought to you by:

Black-throated blue warbler

Blue-winged warbler

Rose-breasted grosbeak

Male Baltimore oriole

Learn about birds and how to identify them at these sites:

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/

https://www.audubon.org/birding

https://ebird.org/home 9

Birdathon

Unable to go birding? 
Donations of any amounts and per species pledges
are welcome. You can donate online at: 
https://aullwood.audubon.org/BirdathonPledge

Tuesday May 2 &Wednesday May 3
R

uh
ik

an
t M

ee
te

i

R
uh

ik
an

t M
ee

te
i

Lo
rr

ai
ne

 M
in

ns
Jo

se
ph

 M
ah

on
ey

G
ar

y 
Ty

so
n

Aullwood Two-day Birdathon 2023
Good Fun, Good Friends, Good Birding
Two days are always better than one — so Tuesday, May 2 and 
Wednesday, May 3 are the dates for Aullwood’s Birdathon 2023! 
We are inspired by our new troll, Bibbi, who loves to talk and 
fly with the birds. Join Bibbi and friends to identify at least 
125 different species of birds in a 48-hour period and raise 
$8,000 to support Aullwood!
On DAY 1, Tuesday, May 2 from 6:30 AM to 5:00 PM, rain or shine, 
Team Warbler will be spotting birds all over the Miami Valley 
region from Spring Valley to Beavercreek Wetlands to Oakes
Quarry, Huffman Prairie and beyond! For a donation of $150, you
can join this team and ride in the Aullwood van. Lunch, snacks,
drinks and transportation are included.
On DAY 2, Wednesday, May 3, Team Cardinal will be birding in 
the morning only from 6:30 to 10:00 a.m. right here at Aullwood 
and Englewood MetroPark. You can join the team for a donation 
of $75.00 which includes a continental breakfast, coffee and treats. 
Sam Romeo, Aullwood’s Environmental Educator and expert 
birder will lead both Team Warbler and Team Cardinal adventures
in birding.
You can look for birds in your own backyard or come to Aullwood
and help Bibbi spot the birds! You don’t have to be a “birder” to
enjoy this activity! Birding can be as low-key and relaxing as sitting
in a comfy chair and watching the birds at your feeders or as 
active as in taking a hike. Simply going for a walk might be boring,
but going for a walk to look for birds gives you a focus and a 
reason to keep going. Everyone can participate in Aullwood’s 
Birdathon! This is a great way to involve the whole family and 
learn something new. This year we all can enjoy the migrating 
birds and those that are with us all year by trying to identify as
many bird species as possible on May 2 and 3. This fun and 
educational activity is for individuals of all ages and levels of bird
watching expertise!
Everyone can comment on the birds they are seeing on Aullwood’s
Birdathon Facebook event post on May 2 & 3 and we will count
your birds. You can post a photo in a comment as well and tell us
where you are and what birds you are seeing! Check out what the
‘pros' are seeing with Sam Romeo and join in the fun! 
For more information or questions about the Aullwood Birdathon
or to join one of the adventurous Aullwood Birding Teams, please
contact Laurie Cothran at: laurie.cothran@audubon.org
or 937-890-7360 x216. 



Aullwood Audubon 
gratefully acknowledges 
a generous bequest from 
Patricia L. Hines. 

Patti was a force. She was 
a dedicated teacher, 
a consummate volunteer, 
a skilled birder, and an avid
traveler. Patti was made a
member of The Aull Society
posthumously to honor her

incredible gift to Aullwood. Her gift will become part 
of Aullwood’s endowment and will support future 
generations as they explore the beauty of birds and 
nature at our sanctuary. Through this gift, Patti will
bring the joy of Aullwood to others, as it brought joy 
to her during her lifetime. 

Patti joins 105 members
of The Aull Society, 
past and present, who
have pledged legacy gifts
to Aullwood Audubon. 
It is through their 
generosity that Aullwood
continues to grow and
impact the lives of 
thousands of children
and families throughout
our community and 
beyond.

Patricia L. Hines

The Aull Society

Aullwood is a 
Blue Star Museum!

Aullwood has once again joined 
an innovative program sponsored
by the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the U.S. Department of 
Defense, and Blue Star Families — 
Blue Star Museums 2023. 

Through this program, Aullwood 
will show our support for America’s
armed forces by providing free 
general admission to active-duty 
military personnel from all branches
of the service, National Guard 
members, as well as Reserve 
members. The active-duty member 
or spouse may bring up to five 
family members from 
May 20, 2023, Armed Forces Day
until September 3, 2023.

Blue Star Museums is a 
collaboration among the National
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star
Families, the Department of 
Defense, and more than 2,000 
museums including science and 
nature centers, fine art museums 
and historic sites in all 50 states 
that offers free admission to 
active-duty military personnel 
and their families during the 
summer. Blue Star Museums 
provides the gift of an outstanding
museum experience to thousands 
of military families. 

The program strengthens both 
museums and military communities
and says thank you to military 
personnel who give so much! 

See the list of museums at
https://www.arts.gov/blue-star-museums.
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The Faerie Houses of Aullwood
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The Faeries are busy constructing beautiful
homes to be placed along the Cardinal Trail 

at Aullwood Nature Center. This year, opening day 
is June 1 and the houses will disappear on Labor Day when the
Faeries migrate to their winter homes. The theme this year is 
Earth Elements. What does this mean? Come explore and find out!

Explore the elements!

Faeries, come take me out of this dull world,
For I would ride with you upon the wind,
Run on the top of the disheveled tide,
And dance upon the mountains like a flame.

—William Butler Yeats,
“The Land of Heart’s Desire,” 1894

OPENING

JUNE 1

Chipmunk Adventures is for 2-5 year olds (with an adult).
Classes meet on Wednesdays on the dates and times below.

Themes and Dates are:

Explore the Colors Apr. 5 & Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
of Nature Apr. 19 Farm Pavillion

Animal Feet May 3 & Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
are Neat! May 17 Farm Pavillion

Celebrate the June. 21 Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Summer Solstice Farm Pavillion

Fee: Members $25.00/Non-members $30.00. 
Maximum of 8 child/adult pairs. We require a minimum of 4 child/
adult pairs to hold this program. Please preregister at aullwood.org.

For more information call Beverly Holland at 937-890-7360, ext. 206
or email Beverly.Holland@audubon.org

Playing on the grass

Chipmunk Adventures

Chipmunk Adventures Classes
Chipmunk Adventure classes are for preschool children ages 2-5, 
accompanied by an adult. Children enrolled in Aullwood’s Chipmunk
Adventures classes enjoy hands-on outdoor experiences, stories,
songs, crafts, meet our animals and more. Direct interactions with
nature are essential for healthy physical and emotional childhood
development — and it is fun! 
Classes are conducted outside under the Farm Pavilion unless
weather conditions dictate otherwise. Dress for the weather and 
activity conditions.

April 5 and 19 — Explore the Colors of Nature. Observe what 
happens when colors are added to water and milk. Use a flashlight
to shine through water onto a white poster board. Go on a color
walk. Identify some colors in animals . Make a colorful rainbow to
take home!

May 3 and 17 — Animal Feet are Neat! Find tracks of little animal 
feet in the mud. Make a plaster cast of an animal's foot to take
home. Use stamps to make animal tracks on a mini mural. Use 
your own feet to trace or stamp on your mural too!

June 21 — Celebrate the Summer Solstice. Meet with us to 
celebrate the first day of summer! Wear old clothes and shoes or
boots to walk in the creek. Discover what animals live in Wiles
Creek. Make a fish to take home!

Finding a toad
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May 2023 Programs

In May, neo-tropical migrants 

descend in full force and farm 

babies arrive. Join us for fun 

programs this month, including Farm

Babies Fest which will feature many

new attractions!

May 2 and 3

Birdathon

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Long-term Butterfly Monitoring

2:30-4:00 p.m. (Center) See page 6

May 3 and 17 

Chipmunk Adventures: 

Animal Feet are Neat! 10:00-11:45 a.m.

(Farm) See page 11

May 4, 11, 18, 25

Adult Discovery Walk

8:00-9:00 a.m. (Center)

May 6

Spring Migrant Stroll 

9:30-10:30 a.m. (Center)

May 13 and 14

Farm Babies Fest 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

(Farm) See page 2

May 21

Kids, Lambs & Chicks,  

Wahoo! 1:30-2:30 p.m. (Farm)

May 29 

Memorial Day 

Aullwood Open 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

(Center and Farm)

2023 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar

April 2023 Programs

Please arrive five minutes before each program begins. You must preregister for each program on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. 
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April is the time when spring ephemeral

wildflowers are blooming, and spring

migrants begin to return, so it’s the 

perfect time to visit Aullwood to enjoy

the sights and sounds of Spring!

April 1, 8

Spring  Wildflower  Walks – 

10:00-11:00 a.m. (Center)

April 4, 11, 18, 25

Long Term Butterfly Monitoring

2:30-4:00 p.m. (Center) See page 6

April 5 and 19

Chipmunk Adventures: 

Explore the Colors of Nature

10:00-11:45 a.m. (Farm) See page 11

April 6, 13, 20, 27

Adult Discovery  Walk

8:00-9:30 a.m. (Center)

April 20

The Big Pull

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  See page 15

April 22

Earth Day Exploration

10:00-11:00 a.m. (Center)

April 28 and 29

Native Plant Sale

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (Farm) See page 5

Adult Discovery Walks 

(Members Only)  Thursdays, 

April 6, 13, 20, 27: 8:00-9:00 a.m. Enjoy 

a naturalist-led weekly walk along 

Aullwood’s trails to explore the 

wonderful seasonal changes taking place

at Aullwood. Binoculars recommended.

(Center)

Spring Wildflower Walks

(Everyone) Saturday,  April 1 and 8: 

10:00-11:00 a.m. In the spring,  Aullwood’s

nature sanctuary is full of colorful spring

flowers.  Walk with an Aullwood 

naturalist and learn to identify bloodroot,

trillium, Virginia bluebells, Celandine

poppy and other spring ephemerals.

Please pre-register online. (Center)

Earth Day Exploration

(Everyone) Saturday, April 22: 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Join an Aullwood 

naturalist and spend Earth Day exploring

a variety of habitats in our nature 

sanctuary. There will be wildflowers,

spring migrants, and much more to 

discover. Bring binoculars. Please 

pre-register on-line. (Center)

Trillium grandiflorum

Eastern comma butterfly Ruby-throated hummingbird
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June is when Summer Earth
Adventures Day Camp 
begins; it’s also a great time 
to explore our woodlands, 
wetlands, prairies, and farm.

June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Member Adult Discovery
Walk 8:00-9:00 a.m. (Center)

June 3
Breeding Bird Census
8:00 a.m. (start at Center) 

June 5
Summer Earth Adventures
begins! (Center and Farm)

June 6, 13, 20, 27
Long-term Butterfly 
Monitoring 2:30-4:00 p.m.
(Center) See page 6

June 10, 25
Pond Hoppers Walk
10:00-11:00 a.m. (Farm)

June 19
Juneteenth Holiday –
Aullwood CLOSED 
to everyone except for 
Summer Earth  Adventures
participants

June 17
Beer and Brewing and 
A Taste of Aullwood
6:00-9:00 p.m. (Farm)
See page 7

June 21
Chipmunk  Adventures: 
Celebrate the Summer 
Solstice 10:00-11:45 a.m. 
(Farm) See page 11

Aullwood’s Breeding 
Bird Census
(Everyone) Saturday, June 3:
8:00 a.m. Each June, 
Aullwood’s naturalists 
conduct a census of the
breeding birds found in our
sanctuary. Starting early in
the morning, we listen,
watch, and count all the 
different species to discover
how many birds nest and
raise their young at 
Aullwood. Data from the 
annual breeding bird census
enables us to manage our
sanctuary for a rich diversity
of birds and informs us
about species diversity and
population changes. This 
program will run for a large
part of the day as it covers
both the Center and Farm;
participants are welcome to
stay for as long as they are
able. Bring binoculars. Please
pre-register online. (Start at
Center)

Pond Hoppers Walk
(Everyone) Saturday, June 10:
10:00-11 a.m. and Sunday,
June 25: 1:30-2:30 p.m. Hunt
for turtles, tadpoles, frogs
and macroinvertebrates that
live at the Duck Pond. 
Explore the wonders of the
water world by using nets,
strainers and hands to 
capture wetland creatures.
We’ll identify what we catch,
then release our catches
back to the pond. Aullwood
will provide nets and 
strainers. Please pre-register
online. (Farm)

June 2023 Programs

Spring Migrant Stroll

(Everyone) Saturday, May 6: 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Stroll through

woodland, wetland, and prairie to

discover which birds have arrived

after a long migration. Bring 

binoculars; we will also have some

available. Please pre-register online.

(Center)

Kids, Lambs & Chicks –

Wahoo!

(Everyone) Sunday, May 21: 

1:30-2:30 p.m.  If you missed Farm

Babies Fest, this is your opportunity

to meet our newest additions at the

farm. Giggle as you watch kid goats

jump on their mothers, watch a

baby piglet, and see some amazing

unusual chicken breeds. Please 

pre-register online. (Farm)

Please arrive five minutes before each program begins. You must preregister for each program on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. 

Baltimore oriole

Nigerian dwarf kids

Eastern screech owl

Black and white warbler

June tadpoles

Zebra swallowtail

Sa
nd

ra
 R

ot
he

nb
er

g

U
. S

. F
is

h 
an

d 
W

ild
lif

e 
Se

rv
ic

e
Ja

ku
b 

H
ał

un

13

Eastern painted turtle

Summer tanager M
eg

an
 M

cC
ar

ty

Pe
te

r H
og

an

H
ei

di
 W

is
e

M
at

th
ew

 P
im

m



14

Volunteer Corner 2023

April – May – June

We’d like to extend special thanks 
to our Wayfinder/Greeter volunteers
who ably handled the multitudes of
visitors that came out to see the trolls
last year. 

It was a challenging experience and you
were able to make our guests — many of
them new to Aullwood — feel welcome and
excited to explore Aullwood. 

We’ve installed a new trail wayfinding 
system that makes it much easier for visitors
to navigate the trails on their own. And
though there is still more work to do before
it is complete; we want to recognize the 
incredible contributions each of you made 
in our first year of the “Troll That Hatched an
Egg” exhibit.

Special Thanks

The READS Program

For the first time since we began the READS program in 
2001, Aullwood held 3 READS sessions concurrently, 
and our volunteer READS mentors were critical to the 
success of this program. We were thrilled to partner 
with Northridge Elementary and Westbrooke Village 
Elementary Schools and look forward to holding another 
series of READS sessions in the fall. 

READS activity at Wiles Creek

Pop and water booth

14

READS mentor
and student
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11th Annual The Big Pull
Thursday, April 20, 2023: 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Join forces with Aullwood, Aullwood
Garden MetroPark and the Garden
Club of Dayton to remove invasive,
non-natives in areas where our two
properties connect. It’s also John
and Marie Aull’s 100th wedding 
anniversary! Volunteers will have a
chance to see inside the Aull’s 
historic home. Pack your lunch — 
but Hope Taft has promised to bring
dessert. Volunteers will meet at the
Aull home and then we will be 
divided into different work groups.
Please pre-register by 
emailing Nenita Lapitan at
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org

Aullwood’s Native Plant Sale
Morning and afternoon opportunities
are available the week of April 24 and
on sale days of April 28 and 29

This year, our plant sale is in-person,
with no pre-order sales. We still need
lots of help, however, setting up 
before the sale, as well as tagging
and watering plants. To help with our
native plant sale, please go to: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0
44badae2ca1f85-native4#/

For more information about these opportunities, please call
Nenita Lapitan, Manager of Volunteer and Rental Services at
937-890-7360, ext. 214 or email nenita.lapitan@audubon.org.

Aullwood’s Native Plant Sale

Volunteer for our Special Events

Farm Babies Fest
May 13 & 14: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.; 
11:45 am–2:45 p.m.; 2:30–5:15 p.m.

Farm Babies is back and better than
ever with lots of new entertainment
and farm babies to see. Volunteers
assist with Admissions, Pop and
Water Sales, Wagon Rides, 
Children’s Activities, Barn 
Monitoring and more. A sign-up for
this event is coming soon.

Summer Earth 
Adventures Assistants
June 5 – August 11, 2023

Love nature and kids? — and want
to volunteer outside in the summer?
If you are 14 or older, consider 
sharing your enthusiasm and 
passion as a Summer Earth 
Adventures Assistant! This is a 
wonderful opportunity for youth to
complete school, honor society or
organizational volunteer service 
requirements or for anyone looking
for resume building skill sets and
experience! 

Summer Earth Adventures begins
the week of June 5 and ends 
August 11. Volunteers must commit
for a minimum of two weeks during
the summer session. Hours are 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., along with 
an all-day training session on 
Friday, June 2. 

For more information, please 
email Nenita Lapitan at 
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org.

Buy and Donate
Business Partnerships

Both of these partnerships support 
Aullwood’s environmental 
educational programs for children.
Help Aullwood by registering today!

Kroger Community 
Rewards Program
You can shop till you 
drop and support Aull-
wood at the same time with only a
few easy steps!

1. Visit the website
KrogerCommunityRewards.com

2. Sign in or Login to your account.

3. Make Aullwood Audubon your
charity of choice. Aullwood’s
Charity ID Number YN601.

4. Shop at Kroger as normal and
a portion of your sale will support
all of Aullwood’s programs for
local children!

5. You will know you are giving
to Aullwood when you see at the
bottom of your receipt: “At your
request, Kroger is donating to
Aullwood Audubon Center and
Farm.”

Dorothy Lane Market's Good
Neighbor Program
Please keep in mind
you must re-enroll
each year for the
good Neighbor 
Program. It’s easy to join 
the DLM Good Neighbor Program
and support Aullwood! 
1. Visit DorothyLane.com.
2. Click “Club DLM” in the bar
across the top.
3. Click on “Good Neighbor
Program.”
4. Type in your First & Last Name,
Email and Club Card Number.
5. Select Aullwood Audubon as
your charity and click “Enroll Now.”

 Call Laurie Cothran at 
937-890-7360 ext. 216
for more details.

Volunteer Activities and Opportunities
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Blue Heron
The AES Foundation
Cargill Provimi
Richard & Beverly 
Cleverly
The Dayton 
Foundation
Linda Denney
Graymer Foundation
Honda USA 
Foundation
Neil & Jeanne Hazel
Kettering Family 
Philanthropies
Mariel Foundation
Mary Kittredge Fund 
of the Dayton 
Foundation
Montgomery County 
Arts & Cultural 
District

Estate of Francis O. 
Munn
Jesse & Caryl Philips 
Foundation

Virginia Kettering 
Foundation

Wyse Family 
Foundation

John & Becky York

Egret

Charles S. Allyn, Jr.
Foundation Fund of
The Dayton 
Foundation

Bud & Esther Brown

Houser Asphalt &
Concrete, Inc.

James Free Jewelers

James A. Harrison

R.B. Jergens 
Contractors, Inc.

Key Private Bank

The Gerald M. & 
Carole A. Miller 
Family Foundation

Theda and Tamblin 
Clark Smith Family 
Foundation

The Phil & Jean 
Wagner Family Fund

Eagle
Terry Lynn Arthur 
Barrett
Tim & Karen Beaty
Robert & Carol
Bertrand
Buckeye Home 
Healthcare LLC.
Cargill
Choice Comfort 
Services, Inc.
Credence Management
Solutions

Dayton Freight 
Lines, Inc.

The Dupps Company
Charitable Foundation

Sue & Ben Fry

JP Morgan Chase & Co.

kmh Graphics

Kroger

Jane Peterson

Riverdale Optimist
Club

James & Janet Runkle

Shook Construction

The Siebenthaler 
Company

Richard & June 
Smythe

Joanne & Cyrus W.
Spurlino

The Spurlino Family
Fund II

Robert & Hope Taft

The Tatar Family Fund

Vandalia-Butler 
Community 
Foundation

Katrinka L. Westendorf

Mikki White

Swallow
C. Stewart Johnson

College Women’s Club
of Dayton

Marcy Corrado

Dorothy Lane Market

Jerardi’s Little Store

Mike Kelly & 
Laura Ellison

Steven & Teresa Meyer

Pledgeling 
Foundation

Milton & Marian 
Simmons 
Community Fund of
The Dayton 
Foundation

Valerie J. Van 
Griethuysen

Marj & Tom Wallman

Western Ohio 
Graphics

Warbler

Amazon Smile

Eubel Brady & 
Suttman Asset 
Management

Greenview 
Garden Club

Illinois Tool Works

Kona Ice of Troy

John E. Neff &
Martha L. Taylor

Penbrooke Garden
Club

ReelflyRod

Reynolds & Reynolds

Monica Snow

US Charitable 
Gift Trust

A Special Thanks to our Community Partners

Friends of Aullwood gift memberships are always available!
A Friends of Aullwood gift membership is perfect for any occasion and at any time of the
year. Along with your purchase, you can select a gift box and card to announce your gift.

You may choose the level (Family, Individual, Individual Plus One, Senior Couple, 
Senior Plus One, Student, Grandparent and more!) and be assured of a great fit! 

So many benefits await including reciprocal admissions and discounts at over 180 nature
centers around the country! It's a gift that will be used year-round and is ideal for that

hard to shop for person. Read more about membership on our website at 
www.aullwood.org or call 937-890-7360 for more information.

Friends of 
Aullwood 
Board of 
Trustees

July 1, 2022 –
June 30, 2023

Jen Bonifas
President

Chris Freitag
Vice-President

Carolyn Junius
Secretary

Lisa Ott
Treasurer

Teri Shirk
Member-
at-large

Debra Bonifas
Armanini

Robert K. Davis

Georgene H. 
Dawson

Chad Downing

Sean Freeman

Rap Hankins

Debra S. 
Hanselman

Mike Houser

Robert Leaming

Marvin Olinksky

Kyle Schrodi
Ad hoc member

Monica Snow

Hope Taft

Charlie 
Shoemaker
Ad hoc member

Allison 
Underwood

Emma M. Walton
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In memory of 
Jean Bindeman

Richard & Bina Brock
Doug & Kathy Ogilvie

In memory of 
Thomas Birch

Chris Birch

In memory of Diane Daily
Candace Holthouse
Sally Snyder Sprunk

In memory of 
Jeanne  Hazel

Karen & Tim Beaty
Sherry Bower
John & Terry Combs
Stanley Eichenauer
Melvin & Sondra Elliott
Dona Fleischman
Ron & Becky Galyon
Bruce & Sharon Gasaway
Teresa & Michael Greer
Marilyn F. Hess
Casey Jackson
Steve & Judy Jones
Susan & Chris Knowles
Charity Krueger
The McFall Family
Kristine McMaken
Jane Peterson
Marge & Dick Prass

Bob & Anita Rankin
Mary Lou Stevenson
Robert Suttman
Jim & Bonnie Walker
Jack & Dianna Woods

In memory of Jim Hill
Beverly Hager
Patricia Koogler
Sandra Wade

In memory of Patti Hines
Linda Denney

In memory of 
William Kramer

Charity Krueger

In memory of 
Erica Kraynak

Jeanette Weethee

In memory of 
Jean Lorenzetti

Helen K. Snyder

In memory of 
Marlene Parrott

Diane Archer
Steve & Julie Deak
Linda Denney
Bill Ignatz
Julie Pratt
Debra Tinker

In memory of 
Larry Patton

Jeanette Patton

In memory of 
Earl Pittman

Linda Pierce
Joanne & Michael Shaffer
Sharon & Lester 

Trittschuh

In memory of 
Greg Sage

Roberta Carpenter
Carol Cypher
Charity Krueger
Dale Pike Family

In honor of Tom Hissong
The Golovcsenko Family

In honor of 
Karen & Tim Beaty

David Riggs

In honor of 
Judy McCormick

Beverly W. Parker

In honor of Idele Ports
Lynne Kramer

Susan Kathleen Black
Foundation, Inc.

Elizabeth Downie

The Dupps Company
Charitable Foundation

Kathleen M. Elliott

Laura Ann Ellison

R.B. Jergens 
Contractors, Inc.

Penbrooke 
Garden Club

Reynolds & Reynolds
Associate Relations

Jan & Jim Runkle

Joel & Linda Shapiro

John Siehl

Monica Snow

Robert A. Taft II

Thank You . . .

Aullwood Audubon gratefully acknowledges donations from:

Aullwood Staff

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Mikayla Burr
Farm/Center Assistant

Laurie Cothran
Development &
Marketing Manager

Evan Davis
Grounds Assistant

Peter Evans
Farm Assistant

Ken Fasimpaur
IT Manager

Danielle Hargrove
Farm / Center Assistant

Susan Havran
Senior Office Assistant

Bev Holland
Environmental
Educator

Nenita Lapitan
Manager of Volunteer &
Rental Services

Sam Romeo
Environmental Educator

Chris Rowlands
Environmental Educator/
Outreach

Julia Smith
Farm  /Center Assistant

Barbara Trick
Office Manager

Karen Will
Housekeeping

Marsha Williams
Farm/Center Assistant

Memorials / Tributes . . .
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Chris Rowlands © 2023

This spring keep an eye out
for the Ruby-throated
hummingbird, one of

our smallest birds.

The hummingbird’s name
comes from the humming
sound its wings make as it
beats them over 50 times

in one second.

Hummingbirds are also the
only birds that can fly

backwards. This little bird,
weighing less than a nickel,

migrates all the way to
Central America during

the winter. 

It’s a sure sign of spring
when you see them arrive

back in your garden!

Ruby-throated hummingbird
(Archilochus colubris)




