M E M B E R NEWS
October – December 2022

We delight in the beauty of the butterﬂy,
but rarely admit the changes it has
gone through to achieve that beauty.
— Maya Angelou
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Monarchs have always been one of my favorite creatures, from the time I was a
little girl — when no one yet knew where they went during migration — to now,
when I am still amazed to know that this delicate creature migrates thousands
of miles. Growing up, I raised many a monarch in my basement and marveled at
their transformation from egg to caterpillar to magniﬁcent butterﬂy!

A just-hatched
monarch caterpillar
begins life by eating
the remains of its egg
casing.

On July 1, 2022, monarchs were classiﬁed as endangered on the International
Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. The IUCN is a group of
government, nonproﬁt and private organizations that work on conservationrelated issues. The primary reasons for this listing are habitat decline, pesticide
use, and loss of their winter sheltering ground. Monarchs have declined
anywhere from 22-72% over the past decade.
To lose such a remarkable creature would be devastating. One can only hope
that their endangered status is not a harbinger of things to come. There are
many things that we can do to help preserve monarchs, and other insects and
pollinators. Plant a pollinator garden and include as many species of native
milkweed as you can. Limit your use of pesticides or use those that are deemed
“organic” very sparingly.
And lastly, talk to your children, neighbors, and anyone who will listen about
these amazing and beautiful butterﬂies and the challenges they face.
Knowledge is one of the greatest weapons against extinction.
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Monarch butterﬂy
about to emerge from
its chrysalis.

Arizona milkweed
(Asclepias angustifolio)
hardly looks like a
milkweed, with its
pineneedle-like leaves,
and yet it sustains
monarchs across the
southwest.
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Monarch butterﬂies gathering in their sheltering grounds
Cover: Monarch butterﬂies.
Photo. Dominic Arenas.
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Accessible Birding Outing to Celebrate Birdability Week
Thursday, October 20 • 2:30-4:30 pm
Birdability Week is a celebration of birders with disabilities and other health concerns,
and an opportunity to share resources and ideas to help the birding community be
accessible, inclusive and welcoming to everyone and every body! Join us for a leisurely
birding experience — we will start in front of the Marie S. Aull Education Center and
Nenita Lapitan
bird along the Cardinal Trail for approximately 0.4 mile. While high diversity of birds or
numbers are not expected, this area is a good place to get long, clear looks at birds in a variety
of environments — woodland, wetland, prairie, and lots of edge habitat, which birds favor.
We welcome all people who identify as disabled, neurodivergent, and/or chronically ill. This outing is
made for and led by birders with disabilities. Beginning birders are welcome! Extra binoculars and a scope
will be available. The location’s accessibility features can be found on the Aullwood Audubon Birdability
Site Review on Birdability's Map (https://gis.audubon.org/birdability/) to help you decide if you’d like to
attend; please note that this trail has some steeper inclines which could present a challenge for those
using mobility devices.
• Outing is limited to 12 participants, who may be accompanied by up to two people to
assist you. This outing is free, but pre-registration is required. To register, email:
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org.
• Distance: 0.4 mile. Exact distance will be determined by the needs of each participant.
• Pacing: Slow, with frequent stops at benches to view and listen for birds. We will go
at the pace of the slowest member of the group. Participants can request a break at
any time.
• Trail Tread: Asphalt and cement pavers.
• Bathrooms: ADA-compliant bathrooms are available inside the Nature Center at the
start/end of the route.
• Parking: Large parking lot with three ADA parking spaces, and one accessible van spot.
• Public Transit: Aullwood is not on an RTA bus line.
• Rest Stops: Multiple benches are available along the route.
• Service Animals: Certiﬁed Service Animals are welcome, but must remain on leash.
Please feel free to email: nenita.lapitan@audubon.org with any additional questions you
may have about this event.

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/AullwoodAudubon

Visit us on the web
www.aullwood.org

Contact us by email
AskUs@aullwood.org
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Friends of Aullwood Birdseed Sale

Dave Anderson

Don’t miss the Friends of Aullwood Birdseed Sale on Saturday,
November 5, 2022. We will oﬀer Aullwood Deluxe Blend,
Black Oil Sunﬂower Seed, Sunﬂower Chips and Thistle Seed.
Watch your mail, email and Aullwood’s social media for detailed
information. The order website will also feature bird feeders,
ﬁeld guides and bird-inspired puzzles, games and décor that
can also be ordered for curbside pickup.

Satu
rda
Nov. y
5

Unloading birdseed

Birdseed Sale — volunteers at pickup curbside

Chipmunk Adventures

Welcome to a new season of exploration and learning at
Aullwood Farm! This is a class for preschool children,
ages 2-5 years old, accompanied by an adult.
Our chipmunks have been busy buddies this spring and
summer! By exploring, stretching their imaginations —
building their own pond, making a special bird, learning
about the wind, and observing cicadas — they continued
to increase their sense of wonder! Every session oﬀers
hands-on nature activities, artwork, songs, stories,
checking in on the animals, and always a special hike!
All classes will start at the Charity S. Krueger Farm
Discovery Center, 9101 Frederick Pike. Please dress for
weather conditions as classes will be conducted outside,
underneath the Farm Pavilion, unless otherwise noted.
Bev Holland, Environmental Educator, is the teacher
for the sessions. Please register online.
For more information, call 937-890-7360.
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Creek walk
Preschool child

Chipmunk Adventures is for 2-5 year olds (with an adult).
Classes meet on Wednesdays on the dates and times below.
Themes and Dates are:
Are You as Smart
as a Crow?

Oct. 12 & Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Oct 26 Farm Pavillion

Could You, Would You, Nov. 9 & Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Live in a Tree?
Nov. 30 Farm Pavillion
Some Animals
Take Naps!

Dec. 7 & Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Dec. 14 Farm Pavillion

Cost: Individual classes are $25.00/Members and
$30.00/Non-Members. Class limit is 8 child-adult pairs
for a total of 16 participants. (4 minimum).

Bev Holland

Chipmunk Adventures — Fall 2022

Holiday Art Fair
Saturday • November 19 • 9a.m.-5:00p.m.
On this special Saturday, November 19, twenty artisan and
craft vendors will ﬁll the Nature Center auditorium and
discovery rooms. Find ceramics, candles, basketry, wood
working, jewelry, photography, hand-made soaps and lotions,
garden décor, hand-carved birds and Santas and much more.
Visit the Aullwood Nature Store for unique, educational and
fun gifts. Enjoy complimentary coﬀee and cookies.
Admission is free.

Woodworkers at the Holiday Art Fair

Museum Store Sunday
Sunday • November 27
12:00p.m.-5:00p.m.
Museum Store Sunday is celebrated at
museums worldwide to recognize the
importance of museum gift stores to art and
natural history museums, nature centers,
arboretums and botanical gardens.
The Aullwood Nature Store and Gift Shop
welcomes you. Our holiday décor, books, bird
feeders, games, puzzles, puppets, jewelry
kitchen ware, greeting cards and accessories
have been carefully chosen to oﬀer shoppers
a beautiful and unique selection.
We are pleased to present Aurora, Barefoot
Books, Birds Choice, Carruth, Cavallini & Co.,
Dana Herbert, The DM Collection, eeBoo,
Folkmanis, Gingiber, Lucuma, Motowi Tile
Works, Pomegranate, Trimdin, Toysmith,
Woodlink and more. Enjoy complimentary
coﬀee and cookies. Admission is free.

Aullwood Nature Store
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Naturally Curious
The Benefits of Poison Ivy
By Sam Romeo

Colorful poison ivy leaves in fall

Piping Plover Tagging Kit

Birds are especially fond of the white, waxy berries of poison ivy. They are loaded with
vitamins and other nutrients that are important for birds as they migrate south for the
winter. The increase in population of birds after nesting season is supported by these
fall berries and seeds.

Camilia Cerea

Lisa Ballard

Downy woodpecker eating
poison ivy berries in winter

We are taught at a young age to avoid
poison ivy at all cost. Many people learn to
identify this plant by a poem that goes “leaves
of three, leave them be.” What is not often
taught about poison ivy is that it is one of the
Male cardinal eating poison ivy berries
most important food sources for birds in early
fall and throughout the winter months. Many species like the Eastern bluebird and
Northern ﬂicker are insectivorous during the spring and summer months, but then rely
on fruits from vines and trees through the winter as their protein source.

TrekOhio.com

Environmental Educator

Waxy, white poison ivy berries

Bird-watching walk

Remarkably, poison ivy invites the birds to the buﬀet from the air. The plant’s green
leaves turn a brilliant red in early fall, highlighting the tree trunks it occupies from far
away. This colorful foliage acts as a “red ﬂag” to hungry wildlife. Numerous species are
attracted to areas with a high amount of fall fruit. Aullwood is lucky to have plenty of
fruit-bearing trees, bushes and vines throughout the property. This abundance invites
species such as Chickadees, Woodpeckers, Juncos, Kinglets, Northern mockingbirds,
American robins, White-crowned and White-throated sparrows, Hermit thrushes,
Vireos and Flycatchers. These bird species can be seen from many of Aullwood’s trails.
If you would like to come and see some of these species and the beautiful fall colors,
attend a Thursday morning Adult Discovery Walk. Walks are 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. at the
Nature Center located at 1000 Aullwood Road and are free to all Aullwood Audubon
and National Audubon members. Bring binoculars and comfortable, hiking shoes as
some days we can see up to 40 species in a morning! Email Environmental Educator
Sam Romeo with any questions: sam.romeo@audubon.org with any questions.
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Join us for Project Feeder Watch
Jerilyn Duefrene

Select Thursdays & Fridays,
November 2022 – March 2023
Project FeederWatch is a winter-long survey of birds seen
at feeders, coordinated by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
and Birds Canada. Data from Project FeederWatch helps
scientists track broad-scale movements of winter bird
populations and long-term trends in bird distribution and
abundance. FeederWatch results are regularly published in
scientiﬁc journals and are shared with ornithologists and
bird lovers nationwide.

Stephen Wethington

Red-bellied woodpecker

Because FeederWatchers count the number of individuals of
each species they see several times throughout the winter,
these data are extremely powerful in detecting gradual
changes in the wintering ranges of many species. In short,
FeederWatch data are important because they provide
information about bird population biology that cannot be
detected by any other available method. In the 20-21 season,
there were 34,671 participants who counted 10,751,690 birds.

Carolina chickadee

Lynn Hanske

People can count birds in their own backyards, or help
Aullwood by counting birds at our feeders. Everyone is
welcome to participate: people of all birding skill levels and
backgrounds including children, families, individuals, retired
persons, and those with accessibility issues. Stay warm and
cozy inside the Nature Center while watching, identifying,
and counting birds. This important community science
project is made possible through the tremendous volunteer
leadership of Gary & Carolyn Harpel and Chris Birch. See the
event calendar for Project FeederWatch dates, pages 10-11.

Michele Black Gallipolis

Matt & Rebecca Horn

Northern cardinal

American goldﬁnches
Northern cardinals and Dark-eyed juncos
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New Home for Chimney Swifts at Aullwood

By Sam Romeo
Environmental Educator

The trend of migratory bird populations in North
America is not usually a positive one. One of the
many causes of decline is loss of natural habitat,
but some species have become exceptionally
good at adapting to the human development
that is replacing it. For instance, many swallow
species have had signiﬁcant increases in their
populations due to the National Interstate and
Chimney Swift Tower at Aullwood
Defense Highways Act of 1956 which provided
hundreds of safe nesting locations underneath bridges and overpasses throughout the
country. When humans become proﬁcient at building chimneys for their own use, the
Chimney swift inadvertently ﬂourished because of it.
The Chimney swift has a very recognizable pattern of ﬂight. It soars on long, scytheshaped wings with a stubby rudder-like tail that spreads when turning sharply. It has a
sharp, abrupt, jerky, bat-like ﬂight due to short, relatively massive upper wing bones.
Personally, I think they look like ﬂying cigars. Their call is a sharp, rapid “tick-tick-tick”
or bright “chipering” sound. These birds are unable to perch, so they must attach to a
vertical surface, using their tails to prop them up just like a woodpecker would at a suet
feeder. They nest May through August in our region and return to Peru, Northern Chile
and Brazil in the winter time. They only have one brood per season with a clutch of twoto-seven eggs. Their nest is made of small dead twigs or pine needles gathered in ﬂight
from the tips of standing trees, grasping it with their feet. At the nesting site, the material
is glued to the inside of the vertical wall by both parents with their saliva. The parents will
feed their young every 30 minutes for the ﬁrst seven days.
Chimney swift populations have declined by 70% since 1966 in many parts of the country.
There are many factors contributing to this decline but one big reason is lack of habitat.
Originally, Chimney swifts nested in hollow trees. With decimation of forests for
agricultural use, they adapted to using chimneys built on farms used to heat houses for
decades. Today, chimneys are being capped or simply not built as heating and cooling
technology has changed. Also, many are now lined with metal rather than masonry bricks,
making them impossible to grasp onto and use for nesting.
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Continued next page . . .

Frances Boyens

Aullwood’s tower
attracted its ﬁrst
nesting pair of
Chimney swifts.

Buy and Donate
Business Partnerships
All of these partnerships support
Aullwood’s environmental educational
programs for children. Help Aullwood
by registering today!

Ben Cvengros

Kroger Community
Rewards Program

Chimney swifts during migration

Once diminishing Eastern bluebirds and Purple martins populations
have been increased with the use of “artiﬁcial” housing. Why not try
and do the same with Chimney swifts?
That is why here at Aullwood Audubon, we have built our very ﬁrst
Chimney Swift Tower! In its ﬁrst year, we had a successful nesting
brood of Chimney swifts and if you listened closely, you could hear
the young’s “tick-tick-tick” call while walking into the entrance of
our Nature Center. These towers are a simple, cheap and easy way
to attract this beneﬁcial insect-eating species. Providing a safe
nesting location is just step one. Here are some other ways to help:

You can shop till you
drop and support Aullwood at the
same time with only a few easy steps!
1. Visit the website:
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
2. Sign in or Login to your account.
3. Make Aullwood Audubon your
charity of choice. Aullwood’s Charity
ID Number YN601.
4. Shop at Kroger as normal and
a portion of your sale will support
all of Aullwood’s programs for local
children!
5. You will know you are giving to
Aullwood when you see at the bottom
of your receipt: “At your request,
Kroger is donating to Aullwood
Audubon Center and Farm.”

Dorothy Lane Market's Good
Neighbor Program
Please keep in mind you
must re-enroll each year
for the good Neighbor
Program. It’s easy to join
the DLM Good Neighbor Program and
support Aullwood!
1. Visit www.DorothyLane.com.
2. Click “Club DLM” in the bar across
the top.
3. Click on “Good Neighbor Program.”
4. Type in your First & Last Name,
Email and Club Card Number.
5. Select Aullwood Audubon as your
charity and click “Enroll Now.”

• Incorporating old industrial chimneys into remodeling plans;
• Encouraging removal of chimney caps;
• Planting native species of trees, grasses and ﬂowers for insects;
• Stopping the use of pesticides that poison the insects birds need;
• Building additional housing for Chimney swifts.
Our tower was constructed by Greg Henry from Wild Thingz
Art Studio and generously donated by John and Becky York.

Ben Cvengros

AmazonSmile

Chimney swift in ﬂight

Chimney swifts prepare their nests onto masonry bricks.

Support
Aullwood when you shop at Amazon!
1. Visit www.smile.amazon.com and
login to Amazon as normal.
2. Type in Friends of Aullwood, Inc. as
your Charitable Organization.
3. Aullwood will receive 0.5% on the
price of eligible items purchased!
It’s simple and easy and makes a big
diﬀerence for Aullwood!
Call Laurie Cothran at
937-890-7360 ext. 216
for more details.
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2022 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar
November 2022 Programs

October 2022 Programs

Autumn brings the seasonal color
change to our trees. It begins in the
Northern part of the State, reaching
central Ohio by mid-October, and the
southern and western areas in early
November. Here at Aullwood the peak
time to view fall colors is projected to
be around October 20th. Get out and
enjoy the changing colors of Ohio’s
120 tree species!
October 6, 13, 20, 27
Adult Discovery Walk
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. (Center)

Full Moon Walk
(Everyone) Saturday, October 8:
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. October brings us
the Hunter’s Moon, so called because it
signaled a time to start gathering for the
winter months. Dress to be outside.
Flashlight optional. Free for members of
Aullwood, and NAS with membership
card; non-members may register and
pay our general admission prices to
participate. Please register online.
(Center)

October 10
Aullwood closed – Indigenous Peoples’
Holiday

October 22
Fall Foliage Walk
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (Center)

Fall Foliage Walk
(Everyone) Saturday, October 22:
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Autumn brings
shorter days and cooler temperatures;
trees get less direct sunlight and the
chlorophyll in leaves start breaking down.
Join us on this leisurely stroll as we
explore Aullwood’s trees to see the
changing colors. Please dress to be
outside. We will meet outside of the
nature center. Free for members of
Aullwood, NAS with membership card;
non-members may register and pay our
general admission prices to participate.
Please register online. (Center)

November 5
Friends of Aullwood Birdseed Sale
(article page 4)
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (Farm)
November 9 or 30
Chipmunk Adventures –
Could You, Would You,
Live in a Tree?
10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m. (Farm)
November 11
Aullwood Closed – Veterans Day
November 12, 20, 26
Candle Dipping
2:30-3:30 pm (Farm)
November 12
Big Tree Walk
10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (Farm)
November 17 & 18
Project FeederWatch
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (Center)
November 19
Holiday Art Fair (see article page 5)
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(Center)
November 24 - 25
Aullwood closed –
Thanksgiving holiday
November 27
Museum Store Sunday
12:00 –5:00 p.m. (Center)

Mary Pratt

Adult Discovery Walks
(Members Only) Thursdays, October
6, 13, 20, 27: 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
Fall migrants are in the air! Bring your
binoculars and delight in a weekly walk
along Aullwood’s trails spotting birds and
exploring the seasonal changes taking
place at Aullwood. Meet at the Nature
Center. (Center)

Ken Fasimpaur

October 12 or 26
Chipmunk Adventures –
Are You as Smart as a Crow?
10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m. (Farm)
October 20
Accessible Birding Outing to Celebrate
Birdability Week (see article page 3)
2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. (Center)

November 3, 10, 17
Adult Discovery Walk
(Members only)
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. (Center)
Janelie Schroeder

October 8
Full Moon Walk
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (Center)

In November, our winter resident
birds begin to move in. Keep an eye
out for Dark-eyed juncos. These
common sparrows come south
from their summer home north of
the Great Lakes to delight us in the
winters. Watch for kinglets high in
the tree tops as they fly south to
warmer zones.

Red-bellied woodpecker

10

Please arrive five minutes before each program begins and be sure to check each individual program information for Covid guidelines.
You must preregister for each program on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org.

Big Tree Walk
(Everyone) Saturday, November 12:
10:00 a.m.-11:30 p.m. In 1993, trees
were located and measured in
public parks and places throughout
Montgomery County that exceeded
100" in circumference at breast
height. In 1995, after measuring
over a thousand trees in the county,
they distributed the list. Come see
which of Aullwood’s trees made the
cut! (Farm)

Candle Dipping
(Everyone) November 12, 20, 26:
2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. This fun handson activity is back for the holiday
season. Choose to make a red
and/or blue candle, they make a
special gift for anyone. You must
preregister at aullwood.org. This
program is limited to 30 participants
per session; meet in the lobby of the
Farm Discovery Center. Everyone
must pay $3 for each 100% beeswax
candle made. Admission is free for
members of Aullwood, NAS with
membership card; non-members
may register and pay our general
admission prices to participate.
(Farm)

By December, most
migrating warblers are
long gone, but the Yellowrumped warbler enjoys
food other than insects,
so many remain in central
Ohio during the winter.
December is also a great
time to start looking for
owl nests. Great Horned
owls often start sitting
on eggs in January and
February. Look for whitewash (owl droppings) on
the trees and for owl
pellets (regurgitated fur and
bones) under trees.
December 1, 8, 15, 22
Adult Discovery Walk
(Members only)
8:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
(Center)
December 1-2 & 15-16
Project FeederWatch
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (Center)
December 4, 10, 17, 18
Candle Dipping
2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. (Farm)
December 7 or 14
Chipmunk Adventures –
Some Animals Take Naps!
10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m. (Farm)

Georgy Semenov

December 2022 Programs

Chris Rowlands, instructor

Paint like Audubon
(Everyone) Saturday,
Dec. 10: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Create a watercolor painting
using bird artifacts displayed
on gridded wood as John
James Audubon would have
done in the early 1800s.
The program will be held
indoors, seated in our nature
center and led by Chris
Rowlands, Aullwood artist
and naturalist. Please bring a
lunch and we will provide
your basic water color
supplies: paper, paint and
brushes. Deadline to register
online is Nov. 21 at 9:00 a.m.
After registration, Chris will
be in contact with more
information. Cost is $150 for
members of FOA and $175
for non-members. (Center)

Spotted towhee

Male cardinals

December 10
Paint like Audubon
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
(Center)
December 24
Aullwood closes at 3:00 p.m.
for Christmas Eve
December 25 –
January 1
Aullwood closed –
Winter Break

Ken Fasimpaur

Candle dipping at Aullwood

Holiday Art Fair

Aullwood’s winter prairie
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Volunteer Corner 2022
October – November – December

Aullwood Celebrates Volunteers
With Appreciation
Aullwood’s Annual Volunteer Appreciation
Event returned this year to celebrate our
volunteer’s many contributions to Aullwood’s
success and survival. We recognize the
dedication, ﬂexibility and adaptability of our
volunteers as Aullwood navigated many
changes — from being closed, partially open,
fully open, and then the huge number of
visitors to see the Thomas Dambo Troll Exhibit.
On August 11, about 50 volunteers and staﬀ
came together at the Farm to visit with each
other and enjoy a Fiesta Bar catered by Brock
Masterson’s Catering. Next year’s event will
feature the return of the Marie S. Aull Award
and other special recognition awards as well as
good food, socializing and a short program.
Save the date now — it’s August 24, 2023!
We are especially grateful for the more than
250 volunteers who supported Fall Fest!
Volunteers assisted
in a variety of
activity and booths
including Childrens’
Activities, Apple
Cider Press, Dutch
Oven Apple Pies,
Aullwood’s Food
Booth and more.
Our Twilight with the Trolls special events
volunteer team helped make the Friends of
Aullwood evening gala magical and fun for all
our guests — thank you !
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VOLUNTEER
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS
We’re excited to announce
the return of Volunteer
Enrichment programs.
These programs are for
active Operations Volunteers
in all departments.

Fun hats in Children’s Activities

We are starting out small by
holding a program or ﬁeld
trip once a month.
At this time, Aullwood
will not be providing
transportation for ﬁeld trips,
but we are visiting local
places, so hopefully this will
not be a barrier for people
who want to participate.
Pre-registration is required.
To register, email:
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org

Trek in the woods with Virginia
Wysong

Monday, November 14
Morris Reserve, 3151 Lower Bellbrook Road,
Spring Valley / 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Though the prairie blooms are long gone, prairies in fall
oﬀer much visual interest, and we’ll look for birds and other
creatures along the trail. Our ambling stroll will take us
through the prairie and along the Little Miami River. Trails
are fairly ﬂat with some short inclines and mostly grasscovered. Meet in the parking lot; there is ample parking and
a Port-A-John on site. Afterwards, we’ll enjoy lunch at the
Blueberry Café in Bellbrook.
Monday, December 5 – Managing Diﬃcult Groups
1:00-3:00 p.m. (Nature Center)
Learn activities and games to engage youth on the trail to
keep their attention focused on the topic at hand and to
keep them moving and engaged during their ﬁeld trip.
This program may be inside and outside, depending on
weather conditions.

Fall into Winter Volunteer Activities and Opportunities

For more information about these opportunities, please call Nenita Lapitan, Manager of
Volunteer and Rental Services at 937-890-7360, ext. 214 or email: nenita.lapitan@audubon.org.
READS Mentors
Thanks to a special grant, we are able
to oﬀer multiple READS sessions this
fall. Details with the schools are still
being worked out; however, here’s
what we know so far — each program
will have a maximum of 20 students,
Hazel Wilson, Volunteer
the time commitment is 4:00-6:00
READs mentor & student
p.m. and the programs will be on
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. Due to grant requirements,
READS will start in September and run until early December.
Volunteer Naturalists and Trail Guides
Schools are starting to schedule ﬁeld trips again! Are you
interested in sharing your love of nature with school kids?
This year, we are oﬀering two ways to support our Education
Department. Volunteer Naturalists teach a variety of programs
using informal teaching styles while covering key topics. If you
aren’t ready to lead programs and want to gain experience in
environmental education, consider our volunteer Trail Guide
position. These volunteers support staﬀ and Volunteer
Naturalists. They help keep groups organized and on task,
assist with activities such as water studies and more.
Commitment for both positions is one program (typically two
hours) a week, during the school year. Training provided.

Nenita Lapitan

Friends of Aullwood Birdseed Sale
Saturday, November 5, 2022
Aullwood will oﬀer Aullwood Deluxe Blend,
Black Oil Sunﬂower Seed, Sunﬂower Chips
and Thistle Seed.

Holiday Art Fair
Saturday, November 19, 2022 (Center)
Aullwood’s favorite
holiday shopping
extravaganza is
back! We’re
looking for cookie
bakers willing to
donate two dozen
or more cookies to be enjoyed by visitors.
Cookies need to be dropped oﬀ to the
Nature Center by Friday, November 18.
On the day of the event, we are also
looking for additional Guest Services
assistance at the front desk from
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
or 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Lawn Rangers
Our Maintenance Team is looking for people who enjoy taming
lawns and trails, are handy with a hammer, and don’t mind
getting dirty. Although lawn taming will soon come to an end
with the arrival of winter, trails still need to be trimmed and
there are plenty of indoor and outdoor
maintenance tasks. Commitment is
four hours one day a week, typically
8:30 am-12:30 pm, Tuesday–Friday;
though there is some ﬂexibility. Safety
orientation and training provided.

Museum Store Sunday
Sunday, November 27, 2022 (Center)

Guest Services
Do you enjoy meeting and talking to
people? We’re looking for several
volunteers to join our Nature Center Guest
Services team on mornings or afternoons
Tuesday through Sunday. This important
volunteer position checks in visitors,
processes admissions and store purchases, answers the phone,
and provides directions about the nature sanctuary to guests.
There’s never a dull moment! Volunteers work in teams and
orientation and training is provided.

We’re looking for additional cookie bakers
willing to donate two dozen or more
cookies to be enjoyed by guests attending
this special day. Museum Store Sunday
encourages the public to support mission
and programs of local participating
museums and cultural institutions. Cookies
need to be dropped oﬀ to the Nature Center
by Wednesday, November 23 before 5:00
pm, or brought to the Nature Center on
Sunday, September 27 at 12:00 noon.
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A Special Thanks to Our Community Partners

Blue Heron
Charles S. Allyn, Jr.
Foundation Fund
of The Dayton
Foundation
The Berry
Family Foundation
Cargill Provimi
Richard & Beverly
Cleverly
The Dayton
Foundation
DP&L Company
Foundation
Graymer Foundation
Honda USA
Foundation
Neil & Jeanne Hazel
Kettering Family
Philanthropies
Mariel Foundation
Mary Kittredge Fund
of the Dayton
Foundation
Montgomery County
Arts & Cultural
District

Kenneth A. Scott
Charitable Trust
Susan Kathleen
Black Foundation
Virginia Kettering
Foundation
John & Becky York

Jerardi’s Little Store

Sue & Ben Fry

Steven & Teresa Meyer

James A. Harrison

Pledgeling
Foundation

JP Morgan Chase & Co.
kmh Graphics
Kroger

Egret
Bud & Esther Brown
Buckeye Home
Healthcare LLC.
Linda Denney
Houser Asphalt &
Concrete, Inc.
James Free Jewelers
The Gerald M. &
Carole A. Miller
Family Foundation
National
Audubon Society
Burke Grant
R.B. Jergens
Contractors, Inc.
The Phil & Jean
Wagner Family Fund
Eagle
Cargill

Estate of Francis O.
Munn
The Jesse &
Caryl Philips
Foundation

The Dupps Company
Charitable Foundation

Riverdale Optimist
Club
James & Janet Runkle

Dayton Freight
Lines, Inc.
Dollar General Youth
Literacy Foundation

Milton & Marian
Simmons
Community Fund of
The Dayton
Foundation

Shook Construction

The Ohio State
University

The Siebenthaler
Company

Valerie J. Van
Griethuysen

Theda & Tamblin
Clark Smith Family
Foundation

Western Ohio
Graphics

Richard & June
Smythe

Warbler
Amazon Smile
College Women’s
Club of Dayton
Eubel Brady &
Suttman Asset
Management
Greenview
Garden Club
Illinois Tool Works
Kona Ice of Troy
Reynolds & Reynolds
US Charitable Gift
Trust
Woodhull LLC

Joanne & Cyrus W.
Spurlino
The Spurlino Family
Fund II
Robert & Hope Taft
The Tatar Family Fund
Vandalia-Butler
Community
Foundation
Katrina Westendorf

Choice Comfort
Services, Inc.

Dorothy Lane Market

Swallow
Credence
Management
Solutions
C. Stewart Johnson

Friends of Aullwood gift memberships are always available!
A Friends of Aullwood gift membership is perfect for any occasion and at any time of the
year. Along with your purchase, you can select a gift box and card to announce your gift.
You may choose the level (Family, Individual, Senior Couple, Student, Grandparent and
more!) and be assured of a great ﬁt! So many beneﬁts await including reciprocal
admissions, discounts at over 180 nature centers around the country as well as 10% oﬀ
purchases in the Aullwood Nature Store & Gift Shop! With membership, you can visit
our trolls anytime and enjoy Aullwood all year-round.
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Call 937-890-7360 for more information.

Buckeye butterﬂy

Memorials / Tributes . . .
Aullwood Staﬀ
In memory of
Tracy Bieser
Charity Krueger
In memory of
Jeremy Clausing
Linda Baer
Betty Bennett
Shirley & Carl Clausing
Thomas Hissong
Christine & Keith
Houchin
Sonja Larson-Strief
Martha Postlewait
Tim & Mary Nolan
Marilyn Wallace
Joseph White, DDS
Linda & James Winters
In memory of
Joeanne Conners
Charity Krueger

In memory of
Elizabeth Cross
Ann Beecroft
Tonya Dahm
Laura Militello
Susan Thompson
In memory of
Pr. John Johansen
Kent & Arline Venter
In memory of
Jean Lorenzetti
Ruth Fink
Sharon Gitman
John & Janet Hertzer
Charity Krueger
Jim & Carolyn
Lorenzetti
David Alan &
Beth E. Player
Ann Puntureri
Valerie Schaefer
Helen K. Snyder

In memory of
Earl Pittman
Sharon Gittman
Jane Higgins
Kay A. Hissong
Debra Maciupo
Linda Pierce
Joanne & Mike Shaﬀer
Jeanne N. Sterling
Sharon & Lester
Trittschuh
In memory of
Barbara Rion
Nancy White
In memory of
Stephen Venter
Kent & Arline Venter

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director
Frances Boyens
Manager, Public Programs
Laurie Cothran
Development &
Marketing Manager
Evan Davis
Grounds Assistant
Peter Evans
Farm Assistant
Ken Fasimpaur
IT Manager
Susan Havran
Senior Oﬃce Assistant
Bev Holland
Environmental
Educator
Diana Kozuh
Farm/Center Assistant
Nenita Lapitan
Manager of Volunteer &
Rental Services
Sam Romeo
Environmental Educator

Thank You . . .
Aullwood Audubon gratefully acknowledges donations from:

Honda of America
Kettering Family Philanthropies
Miller Family Foundation
John Siehl
The Spurlino Family Fund
The Tatar Family Fund
Phil and Jean Wagner Family Fund

Chris Rowlands
Environmental Educator/
Outreach
Julia Smith
Farm/Center Assistant
Barbara Trick
Oﬃce Manager
Jonah VanRoekel
Farm Manager
Ryan Walburn
Maintenance Manager
Karen Wall
Housekeeping
Marsha Williams
Farm/Center Assistant
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Ken Fasimpaur
Mike Mushala

Fall into Winter at Aullwood Audubon
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The Aull Society

Friends of
Aullwood
Board of Trustees

Learn more about charitable giving —
it’s easy and comes with a tax break!

July 1, 2022 –
June 30, 2023

Funds held in an individual retirement account (IRA) can be donated to charity.
What’s more, if you've reached the age where you need to take required minimum
distributions (RMDs) from your traditional IRAs, you can avoid paying taxes on them
by donating these funds to charity. That tax break was made permanent in 2015.
If you are age 72 or older, you can make these gifts directly from your Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) to the Friends of Aullwood, Inc. without paying income tax
on the withdrawal. These are called QCDs or Qualiﬁed Charitable Deductions.
Important facts about QCDs include:

Jen Bonifas
President

Chris Freitag
Vice-President

Carolyn Junius

• You must be age 72 or older at the time the gift is made.

Secretary

• You must request from your IRA plan custodian, a direct transfer of funds to
Friends of Aullwood, Inc. for the gift to be tax-free. Friends of Aullwood tax number
is 31-0968010.

Lisa Ott
Treasurer

Teri Shirk

• The IRA assets are then made payable directly to the Friends of Aullwood, and you
will not need to report the QCD as taxable income. No taxes are owed on the QCD.

Member-at-large

• Gifts can be used to satisfy your IRAs RMDs each year.

Debra Bonifas
Armanini

• Each person may give up to $100,000 annually. A married couple ﬁling jointly may
give up to $200,000 total.
• You cannot list this donation on your schedule A when ﬁling taxes.

Robert K. Davis

• Gifts can be designated for a speciﬁc Aullwood Audubon project or where most
needed.

Georgene H.
Dawson

• Funds held in a ROTH IRA are not subject to RMDs as these contributions were
already taxed.

Chad Downing

If you have funds held in a 401(k), 403(b), SEP-IRA or SIMPLE IRA, they are not
eligible for a QCD. You can roll these funds over into a traditional IRA and then make
tax-free gifts to your charity of choice.

Sean Freeman

Remember all gifts made to Aullwood are 100% tax deductible and you will be
supporting our beautiful nature sanctuary, all of the amazing environmental
education programs as well as the outreach programs and artistic residencies
with Chris Rowlands at local schools!

Rap Hankins

Chris Freitag

Debra S. Hanselman
Mike Houser

If you have further questions about giving through your IRA, please contact
Laurie Cothran at laurie.cothran@audubon.org or 937-890-7360 x216 for
conﬁdential personal assistance. Thank you !

Carolyn Junius
Robert Leaming
Marvin Olinksky
Kyle Schrodi
Ad hoc member
Charlie Shoemaker
Ad hoc member
Allison Underwood

Michele Black

Emma M. Walton

Carolina chickadee
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American kestrel
(Falco sparverius)

You can ﬁnd the smallest member
of the falcon family perched on
roadside telephone wires or
branches along open areas such
as farm ﬁelds. There, it watches
for prey and then will swoop down
in pursuit of large insects, small
mammals, birds and reptiles.
It can also hover in the air by
beating its wings rapidly.
Males are rust colored with
slate-blue wings. Females are
rust colored with a gray crown
and black on the wings and back.
Both males and females have
two vertical black bands on
their face.

Chris Rowlands © 2022
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