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Although it seems like an eternity, it has been about one year
since the pandemic really took hold in earnest. We rushed to
learn how to Zoom, DoorDash and Grub Hub, purchase masks,
order groceries online, and cancel our travel plans. We built home
offices in spare rooms and large closets, and for some, we 
became teachers and tutors. Amazon became our best friend.

Now, as spring begins to round the corner here in Ohio, I have
been thinking of our beautiful wildflower ephemeral season, farm 
babies, green pastures, warblers and grosbeaks. Spring is a
strong reminder that things change — sometimes for the worse,
but also, oftentimes, for the better.

We cannot say that the pandemic is over, but this too shall
change. In fact, many changes are happening right now, and 
they are for the better. This spring humanity will also slowly come
back to life — and as the temperatures warm, the flowers begin 
to bloom, we are able to spend more time outside in the bright
and optimistic sunshine. We can hike, birdwatch, and simply sit 
in awe of all that we celebrate in
springtime.

Nature has many healing properties.
It lowers your blood pressure, raises
your vitamin D, and calms your
breathing. It is restorative. Come 
to Aullwood this spring. There is
nothing like a bouncing goat kid to
put a smile on your face, or a hike
through the bluebells to renew your
faith. We are now open 6 days a
week at the farm — just in time to 
rejoice in the best of things.

Lessons Learned

Cover Photo: 
Rose-breasted grosbeak
(Eastern redbud).
Audubon Photo.
Sharon Dobben.
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“When this ends, we’ll smile sweetly, 
finally seeing In testing times,

we became the best of things.” 
— Amanda Gorman

Director’s Corner

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Skunk cabbage along 
WIles Creek

Winter aconite along 
wildflower trail at the 
Nature Center

Virginia bluebells Bloodroot
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Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AullwoodAudubon

Contact us by email
AskUs@aullwood.org

Visit us on the web
www.aullwood.org

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/AullwoodAudubon 3

One Day – 125 Species!

Saturday, May 8 is the date for Aullwood Backyard Birdathon 2021.
The goal is to identify at least 125 different species of birds in one day
and raise $8,000 to support Aullwood! So, get ready to bird your own
backyard or local park on May 8, 6:30 AM to 8:00 PM, rain or shine.

You don’t have to be a “birder” to enjoy this activity! Birding can be a 
low-key and relaxing event, such as sitting in a comfy chair in your backyard
and watching the birds at your feeders. Or, you can make it an adventure by
heading to a local park and hiking out on the trails. Everyone can participate
in Aullwood’s Backyard Birdathon! This is a great way to involve 
the whole family and learn something new. 

How to participate in the Aullwood Backyard Birdathon:
First, learn about birds and how to identify them at these sites:

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://www.audubon.org/birding
https://ebird.org/home

Then, on May 8, venture forth and report your observations in the
comment section of Aullwood’s Birdathon Facebook Event 
Post. You do not need a photograph to report your observations, 
however, if you have photos, please also post them!

How to support Aullwood’s Backyard Birdathon 2021
If you would like to support this event, you can click the 
“donate” button on the Birdathon Facebook Event Post. 
Alternatively, you can download a printable Birdathon 2021
pledge form and mail in your contribution. This event supports
our educational programming within the regional community.

Male indigo bunting

Blackburnian warbler

Rose-breasted grosbeak

On the lookout on Aullwood Meadow Trail

For more information or
questions about the 
Aullwood Backyard 
Birdathon, please contact
Laurie Cothran at
laurie.cothran@audubon.org
or 937-216-1776.

Saturday
May 8, 2021

Aullwood Backyard Birdathon 2021
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Friends of 
Aullwood 
Board of 
Trustees

July 1, 2020 –
June 30, 2021

Kyle Schrodi
President
Charlie Shoemaker
Vice-President
Carolyn Junius
Secretary
David Schrodi
Treasurer

 Kelly Bohrer

Paul Broerman

Robert K. Davis

Georgene H. Dawson

John Fabelo, AIA

Rap Hankins

W. Chip Herin III

Michael Houser

Kim Lally

Chris Neary

David Schrodi

Teri J. Shirk
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The Cicadas are Coming!
By Sam Romeo 
Environmental Educator

Billions of red-eyed cicadas (Magicicada
septendecim) will emerge across 
15 eastern States and the District of  
Columbia this May. Known as Brood X,
these cicadas have spent 17 years deep in
the soil, feeding on the fluids inside roots
of deciduous trees in the eastern United
States. The nymphs emerge when the soil
reaches 64 degrees Fahrenheit, typically
beginning in mid-May, and will stay active
for about 4 to 6 weeks. 

What is most recognizable about 
these large periodic broods is the loud 
collective song of the male cicadas 
calling for mates. This song can reach 100
decibels. The male cicadas emit this noise
by vibrating their tymbals — drum-like
membranes on their abdomens. The 
cicadas only have 4-6 weeks to find a
mate before they die. 

After mating, the females split the bark 
on the branches and twigs of trees and
shrubs and lay between 200 and 600
eggs. When the young (called nymphs)
hatch, they burrow into the ground and
attach themselves to the roots where 
they stay for 17 years. This process does
not harm mature trees.

Cicadas are completely harmless and do
not bite as they lack mouth parts that can
chew. They supply an incredible amount
of protein to wildlife. Birds, mammals,
snakes, lizards, fish as well as domestic
pets and humans eat the abundant 
insects. Studies have shown that Wild
Turkey populations increase greatly 
during these mass cicadas events. Dead
cicadas add biomass and nutrients as
they decay into the soil. 

Enjoy this amazing spectacle 
as they won’t be back until 2038!

Naturally Curious

Periodical cicada

Male cicada’s tymbal which is vibrated to
create their song. 

Wild turkey

Periodical cicada Map – USDA-FS
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Last year, the State of Ohio designated the month of April as ‘Ohio Native Plant
Month’ to increase public awareness of Ohio’s native plants and the many 
benefits they provide to pollinators, Ohio’s economy, and the health of Ohio’s 
environment. More and more people are joining this movement because they 
understand that native plants provide food and shelter for wildlife, increase 
biodiversity and attract natural predators that help control pest species. Native
plants can be used in more formal gardens or to create natural areas. 

Aullwood’s 17th Native Plant Sale is online at http://plantcatalog.aullwood.org
right now! Browse our store for more than 120 species of native trees, shrubs,
wildflowers and grasses. Each plant’s description includes soil and light
requirements, photos and how it contributes to native wildlife. We are offering
customer favorites as well as new species this year such as Black Chokeberry,
Arrowwood Viburnum, Bayberry, White False Indigo and Rattlesnake Master.

For the first time ever, you’ll be able to preorder rescued wildflowers such as 
Virginia Bluebells, Great White Trillium, Jack-in-the-Pulpit, and more! Plants 
will only be available for sale online from now until April 19.

Plants must be purchased and paid for online using VISA, MasterCard, Discover
or American Express. We cannot accept cash or checks. Prices vary; and all 
sales are final. If you need assistance or would like to order over the phone,
please call 937-890-7360 and leave a message or send us a message at 
nativeplantsale@aullwood.org. Someone will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Plants must be picked up between 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
April 23, 24 and 25 at the Farm Discovery Center, 9101 Frederick Pike.
The online store will ask you to select the date and time that best suits your
schedule. When you arrive at Aullwood, friendly and masked staff and volunteers
will have your order ready to be loaded into your vehicle. We are unable to hold
plants for you for a later pickup. 

Unsure which plants will attract the most wildlife to your garden? Use Audubon’s 
Plants for Birds database at www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds.

Profits from our Native Plant Sale help to provide the critical funding needed for 
our ongoing programs of environmental education and habitat preservation. We 
truly appreciate your support!

Native Plant Sale

Swamp milkweed Orange coneflower Polyphemus caterpillar

Celandine poppy

Cardinal flower

Eastern carpenter bee
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American goldfinch
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Celebrate Earth Day and Ohio’s Native Plant Month
by supporting Aullwood’s Native Plant Sale
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By Nenita Lapitan
Volunteer & Rental Services Manager

National Volunteer Month was established in 1974 and has grown exponentially each
year. Today, as people strive to lead lives that reflect their values, the expression of
civic life has evolved. Whether online, at the office, or the local food bank; whether
with a vote, a voice, or a wallet — doing good comes in many forms, and we should
recognize and celebrate them all.

We are incredibly appreciative of the volunteers who have supported Aullwood
through the pandemic: those who interacted with visitors, mowed grass and tamed
trails, assisted with farm chores, power-washed buildings, supported the mainte-
nance department, weeded and watered the vegetable garden, flowers and native
beds, delivered plants during the Native Plant Sale, helped with merchandise and
displays for the Nature Store, loaded birdseed and helped staff behind the scenes.
We could not keep Aullwood open without you.

If you are interested in an opportunity to celebrate National Volunteer Week
which is April 18-24 and Earth Day on April 22, please consider helping us get ready
for the Native Plant Sale! There are plants to be labeled, plants and trees to be 
watered and orders to prepare. April 23, 24 and 25 are curbside pick up dates and
we’re looking for volunteers to help on these dates as well. Shifts are shorter and 
the number of volunteers per shift is smaller to allow for social distancing. 
To sign up, please contact Nenita Lapitan, Manager of Volunteer & Rental Services at
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org or go to the Native Plant Sale link on 
Signup Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044badae2ca1f85-native3

It will be some time until our operations return to “normal.” However, please know
you are very much in our minds and that we look forward to the day when we can
see everyone again.

Bluebird Box Monitors
Starting April 12, we are looking for volunteers to help with
this important Community Science project. Bluebird Box 
Monitors record and follow the breeding cycle of Eastern 
Bluebirds and other native cavity nesting birds such as 
Carolina Chickadees, Carolina Wrens and American Tree 
Swallows. Volunteers work in pairs and must be able to 
commit to weekly monitoring and be comfortable removing
nests and eggs of non-native birds such as House Sparrows.
This is a fantastic opportunity for people looking to get 
outdoors in nicer weather. 

Virtual training provided. Volunteers are required to go 
through an application process and agree to follow 
National Audubon Society’s COVID protocols.

Volunteer Corner 2021

April is National Volunteer Month!

April •  May •  June

Volunteers Ryland & Xavier Watts

Bloodroot

Eastern bluebird

Butterfly Monitoring Volunteer 
Karen Offenbacker
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Mowers, Trail Tamers 
and Building Washers
Our Maintenance 
Department is looking to
add volunteers to our 
Mowing and Trail Tamer
Team. Or, if mowing isn’t
your thing — how about
using a power washer to
clean buildings at the 
farm and center? 
Shifts are flexible; volunteers
are required to go through
an application process and
agree to follow National
Audubon Society’s COVID
protocols. Maintenance 
Volunteers must be age 
21 or older.

Buy and Donate
Business Partnerships
All of these partnerships support 
Aullwood’s high quality educational
programs for children. Help Aullwood
by registering today!

Kroger Community 
Rewards Program
You can shop till you 
drop and support Aullwood at the
same time with only a few easy steps!
1. Visit the website:
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
2. Sign in or login to your account.
3. Make Aullwood Audubon your
charity of choice. Aullwood’s Charity 
ID Number YN601.
4. Shop at Kroger as normal and
a portion of your sale will support 
all of Aullwood’s programs for local 
children! 
5. You will know you are giving to
Aullwood when you see at the bottom
of your receipt: “At your request,
Kroger is donating to Aullwood
Audubon Center and Farm.”

Dorothy Lane Market's
Good Neighbor Program
It’s easy to join the DLM
Good Neighbor Program
and support Aullwood. 
1. Visit www.DorothyLane.com.
2. Click “Club DLM” in the bar
across the top.
3. Click on “Good Neighbor Program.”
4. Type in your First & Last Name,
Email and Club Card Number.
5. Select Aullwood Audubon as your
charity and click “Enroll Now.”
Please keep in mind you must re-enroll
each year for the good Neighbor 
Program.

AmazonSmile 
Support 
Aullwood when you shop at Amazon!
1. Visit smile.amazon.com and login
to Amazon as normal.
2. Type in Friends of Aullwood, Inc. as
your Charitable Organization.
3. Aullwood will receive 0.5% on the
price of eligible items purchased!
It’s simple and easy and makes a big 
difference for Aullwood!

Call Laurie Cothran at 
937-890-7360  ext. 216 
for more details.
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Volunteers prep for the Native Plant Sale

Volunteer Cindy Talley with black rat
snake

Native Plant Sale
We need many hands to prepare for
and run the Native Plant Sale Curbside
pickup, and there are many ways to
assist — we are offering lots of short
shifts to allow for social distancing.
• Preparation Days are from:
April 15 to the 22.

• Curbside Pick up Days:
April 23, 24, 25

For details and to sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
30e044badae2ca1f85-native3

Spring into Summer 
Volunteer Opportunities
For more information 
about these opportunities,
please email:
Nenita Lapitan, 
Manager of Volunteer and
Rental Services at 
nenita.lapitan@audubon.org
or call 937-890-7360 ext. 214.



2021 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

Spring arrived on March 20, and plants and

animals at  Aullwood are starting to pop!

Join us for some spring wildflower walks

and our Thursday morning Discovery

Walks. Help pollinators and wildlife by 

enriching your yard with native 

wildflowers, grasses, shrubs and trees 

available for purchase online during our 

annual Native Plant Sale.

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Adult Discovery

Walk – 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Nature Center)

April 10 – Spring Wildflower Walk – 

2:30-3:30 p.m. (Farm)

April 13, 20, 27 – Butterfly Walks – 

3:00-4:30 p.m. (Farm)

April 18 – Spring Wildflower Walk – 

2:30-3:30 p.m. (Farm)

April 19 – Deadline for Native Plant Sale 

online orders

April 23, 24, 25 – Native Plant Sale 

Curbside Pickup (by appointment only, 

at Farm)

Self-guided Family Activity:

Scavenger Hunt (Members and 

Non-Members)

Is It Green Yet? Select a scavenger hunt

sheet from the Farm desk and enjoy a self-

guided walk around the Farm looking for signs

of Spring!

Adult Discovery Walks

(Members Only)  Thursday – April 1, 8, 15, 22,

29: 8:00-9:30 a.m.  These walks meet in the

parking lot of the Nature Center. Please note

that participants will be unable to access the

Nature Center.  Walk along  Aullwood’s trails

searching for birds and other nature finds!

Bring binoculars. You must preregister for

walks by calling 937-890-7360 or register on

Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. There is a

limit of 10 members on a walk at a time.

Please be ready and waiting on the main side-

walk of the Nature Center at least 5 minutes

before the scheduled start of the walk. The

walk starts promptly at the scheduled start

time and ends promptly at the scheduled end

time. Adult Discovery Walks are a benefit for

members and there is no cost to attend. 

Spring Wildflower Walks

(Members and Non-Members)

Saturday – April 10 and Sunday,  April 18: 

2:30-3:30 p.m. Breathe in the refreshing smell

of sunshine and spring in the woods.  Walk

with an Environmental Educator to discover

and learn how to identify spring ephemeral

wildflowers – Virginia Bluebells, Dutchman’s

Breeches, Bloodroot, Spring Beauties and

more.  These walks begin and end in front of

the Farm Discovery Center.  You must 

preregister for walks by calling 937-890-7360

or register on Aullwood’s website at

aullwood.org.  There is a limit of 10 people on a

walk at a time. Please be ready and waiting on

the main sidewalk of the Farm Discovery 

Center at least 5 minutes before the 

scheduled start of the walk.  The walk starts

promptly at the scheduled start time and 

ends promptly at the scheduled end time.  

Admission for non-members is $10.00.

Butterfly Walks

(Members and Non-Members)

Tuesday – April 13, 20, 27: 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

Join Sam Romeo and Aullwood’s Long-term

Butterfly Monitoring team to identify, count

and monitor butterfly populations. Butterfly

enthusiasts of all skill-levels are invited to join

our group! Bring binoculars.  You must 

preregister for walks by calling 937-890-7360

or register on  Aullwood’s website at 

aullwood.org. There is a limit of 10 people on a

walk at a time. Please be ready and waiting on

the main sidewalk of the Farm Discovery 

Center at least 5 minutes before the 

scheduled start of the walk. The walk starts

promptly at the scheduled start time and 

ends promptly at the scheduled end time.  

Admission for non-members is $10.00.

April 2021 Programs

Aullwood Audubon 

Programs:  

Important Information 

& Guidelines: 

Aullwood is following the 
recommendations from 
government officials, the Centers
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Ohio Dept. of
Health and the National  Audubon
Society. In order to keep everyone
as safe as possible there are 
important guidelines and 
procedures for Aullwood programs.
Guidelines are subject to change as
State mandates change.  The safety
of our members, volunteers and
staff is our top priority. 
• Preregistration is required to
attend any walks or programs. 
Call 937-890-7360 to preregister
for programs. 

• Programs begin promptly at their
scheduled start time, are weather
dependent and are cancelled if
there is thunder, lightning or heavy
rain. Participants will be contacted
via email should a program be 
cancelled.

• If you or someone in your house-
hold is sick, stay home. Do not 
visit  Aullwood if you have a fever,
persistent cough or shortness of
breath.

• We will follow social distancing
during programs and keep at 
least a 6-foot social distance.

• Masks are required when inside
any building.  Masks are required
outdoors, when unable to keep at
least a 6-foot social distance from
those not in your household.

• Wash your hands or use hand
sanitizer before and after your visit.

• Programs are to take place
outdoors unless severe weather
threatens, participants need to use
the restroom or there is an 
emergency. 

• If guests are not following social
distancing and other guidelines, we
may be forced to cancel programs.

Please read through “Important Information and Guidelines for Programs” on this page.
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The cicadas are coming!  Take a walk
with Environmental Educator Sam
Romeo to learn about Brood X and see
and hear the cacophony of male cicadas
as they try to attract a mate. Learn to
identify spring wildflowers on one of our
Wildflower walks, and enjoy finding
spring migrants during the Thursday
morning walks. There’s something for
everyone in May!

May 4, 11, 18, 25 – Butterfly Walks:

3:00-4:30 p.m. (Farm)

May 6, 13, 20, 27 – Adult Discovery

Walk – 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Nature Center)

May 8 – Spring Migrant Walk – 

2:00-4:00 p.m. (Nature Center)

May 15 – 2:30-3:30 p.m. –

Wildflower Walk (Farm)

May 30 – 2:30-3:30 p.m. –

Cicada Invasion Walk (Farm)

May 31 – Memorial Day Holiday 

–Aullwood closed

Butterfly Walks

(Members and Non-Members)

Tuesday – May 4, 11, 18, 25: 3:00-4:30 p.m.

Join Sam Romeo and Aullwood’s Long-

term Butterfly Monitoring team to identify,

count and monitor butterfly populations.

Butterfly enthusiasts of all skill-levels are

invited to join our group! Bring binoculars.

You must preregister for walks by calling

937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s

website at aullwood.org.  There is a limit of

10 people on a walk at a time. Please be

ready and waiting on the main sidewalk 

of the Farm Discovery Center at least 

5 minutes before the scheduled start of

the walk. The walk starts promptly at the

scheduled start time and ends promptly at

the scheduled end time. Non-member 

admission is $10.00.

Adult Discovery Walks 

(Members Only) Thursday – May 6, 13, 20,

27: 8:00-9:30 a.m. These walks meet in the

parking lot of the Nature Center. Please

note that participants will be unable to 

access the Nature Center.  Walk along

Aullwood’s trails searching for birds and

other nature finds! Bring binoculars. You must

preregister for walks by calling 937-890-7360

or register on  Aullwood’s website at 

aullwood.org. There is a limit of 10 members

on a walk at a time. Please be ready and 

waiting on the main sidewalk of the Nature 

Center at least 5 minutes before the sched-

uled start of the walk.  The walk starts

promptly at the scheduled start time and

ends promptly at the scheduled end time.

Adult Discovery Walks are a benefit for

members and there is no cost to attend. 

Spring Migrant Walk

(Members and Non-Members)

Saturday – May 8: 2:00-4:00 p.m. Celebrate

World Migratory Bird Day and join Sam

Romeo, Environmental Educator, to search

for neotropical migrants who have flown

from the southern hemisphere to nest and

rest at  Aullwood. These are the jewels of the

bird world: warblers, tanagers, orioles and 

indigo buntings, to name a few species. Bring

binoculars.  You must preregister by calling

937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s

website at aullwood.org. There is a limit of 10

people on a walk at a time. Please be ready

and waiting on the main sidewalk of the 

Nature Center at least 5 minutes before the

scheduled start of the walk. The walk starts

promptly at the scheduled start time and

ends promptly at the scheduled end time.

Non-member admission is $10.00.

Spring Wildflower Walk 

(Members and Non-Members)

Saturday – May 15: 2:30-3:30 p.m. Breathe in

the refreshing smell of sunshine and spring in

the woods.  Walk with an Environmental 

Educator to discover and learn how to 

identify spring ephemeral wildflowers – 

Virginia Bluebells, Dutchman’s

Breeches, Bloodroot, Spring Beauties

and more.  This walk begins and ends

in front of the Farm Discovery Center.

You must preregister for walks by 

calling 937-890-7360 or register on

Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org.

There is a limit of 10 people on a walk

at a time. Please be ready and waiting

on the main sidewalk of the Farm 

Discovery Center at least 5 minutes

before the scheduled start of the walk.

The walk starts promptly at the

scheduled start time and ends

promptly at the scheduled end time.

Non-member admission is $10.00.

Cicada Invasion Walk

(Members and Non-Members)

  Sunday – May 30: 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

Walk with an Environmental Educator

and learn about the Brood X 

periodical cicadas that have emerged

after 17 years underground. See Sam

Romeo’s article about this fascinating

insect on page 4.  This walk begins and

ends in front of the Farm Discovery

Center.  You must preregister for

walks by calling 937-890-7360 or 

register on Aullwood’s website at 

aullwood.org.  There is a limit of 10

people on a walk at a time. Please be

ready and waiting on the main 

sidewalk of the Farm Discovery 

Center at least 5 minutes before the

scheduled start of the walk.  The walk

starts promptly at the scheduled start

time and ends promptly at the sched-

uled end time. Non-member 

admission is $10.00.

Self-guided Family Activity:

(Members and Non-Members)

Born to be Wild – 

A Wildflower, of Course!

An identification sheet awaits you at

the Farm desk. Select a trail and go

searching for spring wildflowers: 

Virginia Bluebells, Celandine Poppy,

Marsh Marigold, and Skunk Cabbage.

Can you find more?
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Please read through “Important Information and Guidelines for Programs” on page 8.

May 2021 Programs

Virgina bluebell



10

June 2021 Programs

Have some fun in the sun! The cicadas
are still here so you can take a walk
with an Environmental Educator and
learn all about Brood X. Birds have 
settled in for the breeding season, but
they are still singing – look for the 
Yellow-breasted Chat in Honeybee
Meadow on a Thursday Morning Walk.
Join the Long-term Butterfly monitors
to look for and record butterfly species. 

June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 –Butterfly Walks:

3:00-4:30 p.m. (Farm)

June 3, 10, 17, 24 - Adult Discovery

Walk - 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Nature Center)

June 5 and 20 – 2:30-3:30 p.m. –

Cicada Invasion Walk (Farm)

Butterfly Walks

(Members and Non-Members)

Tuesday – June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 3:00-4:30

p.m. Join Sam Romeo and  Aullwood’s

Long-term Butterfly Monitoring team to

identify, count and monitor butterfly 

populations. Butterfly enthusiasts of all

skill-levels are invited to join our group!

Bring binoculars.  You must preregister for

walks by calling 937-890-7360 or register

on  Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org.

There is a limit of 10 people on a walk at

a time. Please be ready and waiting on the

main sidewalk of the Farm Discovery

Center at least 5 minutes before the

scheduled start of the walk.  The walk

starts promptly at the scheduled start

time and ends promptly at the scheduled

end time. Non-member admission is

$10.00.

Adult Discovery Walks 

(Members Only)

Thursday – June 3, 10, 17, 24:  8:00-9:30

a.m.  These walks will now meet in the

parking lot of the Nature Center. Please

note that participants will be unable to ac-

cess the Nature Center.  Walk along Aull-

wood’s trails searching for birds and other

nature finds! Bring binoculars.  You must

preregister for walks by calling 

937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s

website at aullwood.org. There is a limit of

10 members on a walk at a time. Please

be ready and waiting on the main 

sidewalk of the Nature Center at least 

5 minutes before the scheduled start of

the walk. The walk starts promptly at the

scheduled start time and ends promptly at

the scheduled end time.  Adult 

Discovery Walks are a benefit for 

members and there is no cost to attend. 

Cicada Invasion Walks

(Members and Non-Members)

Saturday, June 5 and Sunday, June 20: 

2:30-3:30 p.m.  Walk with an 

Environmental Educator and learn about

the Brood X periodical cicadas that have

emerged after 17 years underground. See

Sam Romeo’s article about this fascinating

insect on page 4. This walk begins and

ends in front of the Farm Discovery 

Center.  You must preregister for walks by

calling 937-890-7360 or register on 

Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. There

is a limit of 10 people on a walk at a time.

Please be ready and waiting on the main

sidewalk of the Farm Discovery Center at

least 5 minutes before the scheduled start

of the walk. The walk starts promptly at

the scheduled start time and ends

promptly at the scheduled end time. 

Non-member admission is $10.00.

Self-guided Family Activity: 

(Members and Non-Members)

What Part of the Plant 

Do You Eat?

Stroll through

the Farm 

Garden to 

observe growing

vegetables. 

Use a guide

sheet from the

Farm desk to

decide which

part of the plant

we eat: the

stems, flowers,

roots, leaves, or

seeds? Yum!

2021 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

Indigo bunting

Summer tanager

Ruby-throated hummingbird

Baltimore oriole

Please read through “Important Information and Guidelines for Programs” on page 8.
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Classes for Preschool Children – 2021
April 12 and 26 • May 3 and 24 • June 7 and 21

We are calling all Chipmunks to join us in 
welcoming springtime to Aullwood! Enjoy 
exploring nature with us through stories, art
work, songs, and happy hikes around the 
farm. Both cognitive and hands-on learning 
experiences will increase the sense of wonder
in all of us. Please dress for the weather 
conditions. Classes will meet outside in the
Pavilion at the Farm. 

Bev Holland, Environmental Educator, 
will be the teacher for these spring ses-
sions.  Be adventuresome Chipmunks and
come join us!

To register call 937-890-7360. 
See you soon!

Chipmunk Adventures is for 2-5 year olds (with an adult).
Classes meet on Mondays on the dates and times below. 
Upcoming themes are:

Finding Colors April 12 & 26 Mon. 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
in Nature Farm Auditorium

Feathered May 3 & 24
Friends

Mon. 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Farm Classroom

Build-a-Pond June 7 & 21
with Me

Mon. 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
Farm Classroom

Cost: Individual classes are $20.00/Members and 
$25.00/Non-Members. Class limit is 6 child-adult pairs for a 
total of 12 participants. (4 minimum). Masks are required and 
Aullwood’s program protocols for COVID-19 apply.

Chipmunk Adventures

B
ev

 H
ol
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nd

Aullwood has once again joined an innovative program sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Department of Defense and Blue Star Families — Blue Star Museums 2021. Through this program 
Aullwood will show its support for America’s armed forces by providing free general admission to active 
duty military personnel from all branches of the service, National Guard members, as well as Reserve 
members. The active duty member or spouse may bring up to five family members from May 15, 2021 until 
September 5, 2021.

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, 
the Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums including science and nature centers, fine art
museums and historic sites in all 50 states that offers free admission to active-duty military personnel 
and their families during the summer. Blue Star Museums provides the gift of an outstanding museum 
experience to thousands of military families. The program strengthens both museums and military 
communities and says thank you to military personnel who give so much!

See the list of museums at https://www.arts.gov/national/blue-star-museums.

Aullwood is a 
Blue Star Museum!
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A Special Thanks to our
Community Partners

Memorials / Tributes . . .
In memory of Glenn Bower

Candy Adair & Family
Joe & Debra Armanini
Tim & Karen Beaty
John & Terry Combs
Coolidge Wall
Leslie Gambill
Jeff & Sue Leet
Diane & Stephen Grant
Nancy & Bob Mink
Jane Peterson
Janet Reynolds
Richard & Brenda Snider

In memory of 
Everett Gibson

Idele Ports

In memory of 
Randy Gibson

Idele Ports

In memory of 
Marilyn Jean Gullett

Nancy Claiborne

In memory of 
Chuck Hoschouer

The Eder Family

In memory of 
Audrey Office Margolis

Pam & Daniel Abromowitz
Richard Donenfeld
Pamela & Michael 

Feldman
Renee & Frank Handel
Marla & Steve Harlan
Audrey Himelhoch
Marlene Kantor
Ellen & Mark Knue
Beverly A. Louis
Sis & Phil Office
Caryl Philips
Susan & Daniel Sauer
Maureen & Marc 

Sternberg
Saradee H. Waxler
Sara Woodhull

In memory of 
Christopher Morris

Judith Guenther Adams
Bob & Diane Morris

In memory of 
Rose Randolph

Idele Ports

In memory of Paul Ressler
Todd & Lora Stowe

In memory of Linda Sharp
Ron Nethercott

In memory of Marie Shetler
Charity Krueger

In memory of John Trimmer
Bryant Agricultural 

Enterprise
Melissa Burke
David Campbell 

Insurance Agency
Harmony Farm
J. Herbert
Joy & Clifford Hoover
Charlotte & Parker Keaton
David & Patty Kelley
Gary & Chad Mason 

Family
William E. Mattinson
Marcella L. Oney
Judy L. Owens
Parrett Insurance 

Agency, Inc.
Raven Farms LLC
Schrader Real Estate & 

Auction Co., Inc.
Scioto Valley Beekeepers
John Seybold
Shawnee Farm
Susie Shoemaker
Spinnaker Coating LLC
Judy Staas & Patricia 

Freshour
Paul Stecker

In memory of 
Betty Williams

Ann M. Hous

In memory of 
Nancy Zorniger

Charity Krueger

In honor of Jean Bindeman
Kathleen & Douglas 

Ogilvie

In honor of Gary & Julie 
Davenport

Tim & Karen Beaty

With thanks to 
Chris Rowlands

Hope Taft

Blue Heron
Charles S. Allyn, Jr. Foundation

Fund of The Dayton Foundation
The Berry Family Foundation
The Dayton Foundation
DP&L Company Foundation
Englewood Friends
Estate of Francis O. Munn
Sue & Ben Fry
Graymer Foundation
Kettering Family Philanthropies
Mariel Foundation
Mary Kittredge Fund 

of the Dayton Foundation
Mathile Family Foundation
Montgomery County Arts & 

Cultural District
Jesse & Caryl Philips Foundation
Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust
Susan Kathleen Black Foundation
Vandalia Lions Club
Vectren Foundation
Virginia Kettering Foundation
Wyse Family Foundation
John & Becky York

Egret
CareSource Foundation
Cargill Provimi
Honda of America Foundation
Houser Asphalt & Concrete, Inc.
Kettering Health Network
National Audubon Society 

Burke Grant
The Fred & Alice Wallace 

Charitable Memorial 
Foundation

 Eagle
Cargill

Choice Comfort Services, Inc.

Richard & Beverly Cleverly

City of Vandalia Cultural 
Endowment Fund

Dayton Freight Lines, Inc.

Dayton Rotary Foundation

Dollar General Youth Literacy
Foundation

C. Stewart Johnson

JP Morgan Chase

kmh Graphics

Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation

PNC Bank

Riverdale Optimist Club

R.B. Jergens Contractors

Richard & June Smythe

Joanne & Cyrus W. Spurlino

Theda & Tamblin Clark Smith 
Family Foundation

Waste Management

Vandalia-Butler Community 
Foundation

Swallow
Sylvia & Lawrence D. Brazie 
Fund of The Vandalia-Butler 
Foundation
The Dupps Company 
Charitable Foundation
Hairless Hare Brewery
Happy Kamper Films
Milton & Marian Simmons 

Community Fund of 
The Dayton Foundation

Vandalia Butler Optimist Club
Western Ohio Graphics

Warbler
College Women’s Club 

of Dayton
Eabel Brady & Suttman 
Asset Management   
Greenview Garden Club
The Oakwood Schools 

Foundation
Wild Birds Unlimited

Cardinal
DHL Supply Chain



Aullwood Staff

The Aull Society!
IRA / Retirement Account

If you are age 70½ or older, you can make gifts directly from your Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) to the Friends of Aullwood, Inc. without paying in-
come tax on the withdrawal. Requirements include:

• You must be age 70 ½ or older at the time the gift is made.
• You must request from the IRA plan custodian a direct transfer of funds

to Friends of Aullwood, Inc. for the gift to be tax-free.
• Gifts can be used to satisfy your IRA required minimum distribution
each year.

• Each person may give up to $100,000 annually.
• Gifts can be designated for a specific Aullwood Audubon project or

where most needed.

Funds held in 401(k), 403(b), SEP-IRA or SIMPLE IRA plans are not eligible, but
may be rolled over into a Standard IRA and then used to make tax-free gifts. 

Remember all gifts made to Aullwood are 100% tax deductible and you will be 
supporting all of the amazing education programs here at Aullwood as well as
the outreach programs with Chris Rowlands at local schools! 

If you have further questions about giving through your IRA, please contact 
Laurie Cothran at lcothran@audubon.org or 937-890-7360 x216 for confidential
personal assistance.
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Thank You . . .
Aullwood Audubon gratefully acknowledges 
donations from the following:

Kay Berg
Chris & Marti
Birch
Judy Blanton
Georgene 
Dawson
Barbara J. 
Kuhns
Kim Lally
Marie Lewis

Mary Harris
Patricia & James
McComb
Krisanne 
Mrozinski
Reynolds 
and Reynolds 
Associate 
Relations
Judith Royer
Terri Rubins

Linda & Joel
Shapiro
Charlie 
Shoemaker
Jeff 
Siebenthaler
Peri Irish Switzer
The Taft Family
Susanne W.
Wertz

Become a member of Aullwood now!
Visit our membership page at 

 https://aullwood.audubon.org/membership
for more information or come to 
Aullwood Audubon Farm 

at 9101 Frederick Pike 
to join between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 

Tuesday — Saturday,
or between 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Sunday.

We look forward to welcoming you back to
Aullwood! If you have questions, please email

AskUs@aullwood.org

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Kate Burkman
Animal Care Assistant

Laurie Cothran
Development &
Marketing Manager

Ken Fasimpaur
IT Manager

Bev Holland
Environmental
Educator

Gabriel Keydoszius
Maintenance Assistant

Nenita Lapitan
Manager of Volunteer &
Rental Services

Sam Romeo
Environmental Educator

Chris Rowlands
Environmental Educator /
Outreach

Amber Smith
Farm Assistant

Dalynn Sours
Database Assistant

Barbara Trick
Office Manager

Jonah VanRoekel
Farm Assistant

Ryan Walburn
Maintenance Manager



Patsy Games Anderson

Gary & Cathy Adler

Francis Albers

Kathleen & Doug Allen

Douglas & Anne Almoney

Dick & Juanita Angel

Debra Atherton

Sarah Aubry

Leonard P. & Marianne Bailey

Marcia A. Bashor

Tim & Karen Beaty

Jennifer Behm & Family

Anita Bernard

Carol & Bob Bertrand

Marlene Blaine

Ric Blum

Kelly & Jeff Bohrer

Ruth Bowell

Ashley Breidenbach

Paul & Amy Broerman

Jeff & Lynn   Brown

Ron & Pat Burnside

Carla Burton

Norma Cahill

Denyse Carone

John & Gail Carroll

Viktorija Cecil

Tim & Sharon Cochlin

Jane Collins & John Gummel

Marcy Corrado

Ron & Mary Cox

Robert Curry & Donna 
Miles Curry

Tom & Fran Davidson

Rob & Rachel Eve Davis

Thomas K. & Donna M. 
Dawson in memory of 
Harold & Gladys Dawson

Jeanette Dehus

Lori & Kevin Denning

Linda Denney

Mary Ellen & 
Timothy Dillon

David Ditmer

Elizabeth Downie

Al & Denise Eder

Kathy Edwards

James Eidemiller

Particia Engel

Karen Engelbert

John Fabelo

Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
Fogarty

Ted & Charlene Foster

Daniel & Margaret 
French

Beatrice Fulwiler

Michael & Patty 
Garinger

Kaye Garretson

David Gibson
In memory of 
Margie & B.P. Gibson

Patricia Gilbert

Douglas Glass

Mark Gmeiner

Megan Gough

The Graymer Foundation

Douglas Grewe

Rebecca Gruber

Dave & Pam Grusz

Linda Haley

Rap & Jan Hankins

James and Janice Heinrich

Sharon Heinrich 
in honor of 
Jan Heinrich

Elaine Hellrigel

Emily Hendrix & 
Julia Dupps in honor
of John Dupps

Lisa Hess & Brian 
Maguire

Doris & William 
Hinegardner

Robin Hirtle

Tonya & David Hittner

Jack W. Hollan & 
Jan Hollan

Cindy & Paul Hollis

Judy Holtvogt

Michael & Carole Homan

John H. Hopkins

Roy & Pat Horvath

Larry Horwath

Mike Houser

Theda & Huascar Jessen

Cheryl S. Johnson

Hayward Jones

Jenna Jones and Mitchell
Jones

Bill & Sonnie Kasch

Amy Kasprzak

John & Carol Kennard

Jim & Karen Kent

Mikell Kloeters

Daniel & Erin 
Kloosterman

Lynne Kramer 
in honor of 
Idele Ports

Charity Krueger

Susan Kurtz

Kimberly Lally

Miranda & Tom Laubie

Tom & Janet Lasley

The Friends of Aullwood, Inc. gratefully acknowledges
donations to The Annual Appeal from the following:
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Yellow-breasted chat. Young robin. Honey bee. Monarch butterfly. Ruby-throated hummingbird.



Donna Layman & 
Sharon Saunders

Valerie Lee

Bob & Jean Lorenzetti

Beverly A. Louis

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 
Lunstrum

Janice Mains

Theo Majka

Donald W. Manor

Howard & Becky Marks

Cat Mauser & James Carter

Kara Maynard

Madonna & 
Cindy McCarthy

Katherine McKinney

Jack McMaken

Monty L. Mercer

Greg Merkle

Francis Miller

Gerald & Joan Molfenter

Denise Moore

Michael Mushala

Dr. Valerie Nicholson

Mike & Linda 
O’Callaghan

Nancy Omlor

Martin & Debra Neal

Joanne & Jim Neef

Bruce & Christine 
Nicholson

J.R. Patterson

Annejanette & 
Scott Pickens

Inge Pierce

Melissa Recht

Melissa Rubins

Any & Kevin Rehfus

Joyce Reichard

Don & Kay Reichert

Marguerite C. Ressler

Ken & Ann Ridenour

David E. Riggs
in honor of 
Karen & Tim Beaty

Lisa A. Robinson & 
Robert S. Hansel

Kim Romeo

Barb & Mike Runyon

Tom Schaefer & 
Cindy Cooke

Doug & Sharon Scholz

David & Cathy Schrodi

Kyle D. Schrodi

Wilma Schroeder

Janet & James Shafer

Charles & Diane 
Shoemaker

John Siehl

Sarah Sillin

Sisters of Charity 
of Cincinnati

Sandra Slezak

Chuck & Christy Smith

Richard L. Smythe

Jack & Victoria 
Sprankle

Grace Stacy

Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Stebner in recognition 
of the Miami Valley 
Cross Country Ski Club

Susan A. Steinke

Jo Ann Stiles

Glenn A. Stoops

Mitzi & John Stuckey

Rick & Donna Suess

Katie Sweeney

Nick Tallman

Martha Taylor

Greg & Debra Trimbach

John & Eva Trimmer

Earl & Vivian Valley

Valerie van Griethuysen

Jon Vincent

Nancy & Rick Vogel

Patty & Bob Wagner

Jim Wall

Anne Warren

Jackie Watkins

Cleo & Don Webb

Thomas Weeks

Debra & Steve White

Mikki White

Betsy Whitney

David Willford

Kathy & Thomas 
Wittberg

Virginia Woodrow

Michael Yingst

Joyce Young

Louise Zaplitny

Blue iris. Echinacea. Daffodils. Trillium. Tulips.
15



North American
River Otter

(Lontra canadensis)

With their streamlined body,
short legs, webbed feet, and

dense fur to keep them warm,
river otters are built for the water.

They can hold their breath
for up to eight minutes and

can dive to a depth of 60 feet.
They are usually found around

rivers, as their name implies,
but they are also found

around streams, lakes and
many other waterways.

River otters are carnivores and
like to eat fish, crawdads,

fresh water mussels, snakes,
small mammals,

birds and a variety of
aquatic invertebrates.

They are playful and typically
active at dusk and dawn.

Keep your eyes out for these
high-spirited aquatic acrobats!

Slide down the bank and glide in the water
Catch a fish like it’s no bother
Use its tail like a boat rudder
It’s great to be an otter!




