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There is an awful lot going on in the little brain of a Blue jay. 

Blue jays are omnivores. They love seeds, especially sunflower
seeds and will hold them between their feet to crack them
open. They can also fill their throat pouches with seeds and
take them elsewhere to enjoy them in peace. Acorns are also
one of their favorite foods so they frequent areas with 
producing oak trees in the fall. Indeed, some credit Blue jays
for spreading populations of oak trees after the last glaciers
receded. 

Blue jays also eat insects and participate in a phenomenon
known as “anting.” Many bird species participate in passive
anting — positioning themselves above an ant hill and 
allowing them to crawl onto their wings. It is thought that this
allows the ants to eat lice or other pests while at the same
time emitting formic acid, a natural pesticide. Blue jays have
evolved this behavior by picking up ants and wiping them on
their feathers before eating them. One thought is that this
rids the ant of its nasty tasting natural insecticides providing
the Blue jay with a tastier snack.

Both the male and female Blue jay share the same plumage.
The black “bridle” across their throat varies widely between
birds and it is theorized that this helps them identify each
other. They mate for life and raise their families together. 

Blue jays have many calls and vocalizations. They can also 
imitate the call of a hawk, in particular the Red-shouldered
hawk. Blue jays have been known to use these calls to clear 
out a birdfeeder of competition, a ploy I have personally 
observed. I have a Blue jay that will sit high in the top of the maple tree outside my window,
my birdfeeder below filled with chirping competition, until the jay lets out a sharp call, 
effectively clearing the feeder for its own private enjoyment! 

The oldest known Blue jay lived nearly 27 years. Some years they migrate, others they do not.
They have been observed in laboratory settings using strips of newspaper to bring out of
reach seeds closer. They are one of the most fascinating species and I hope you enjoy them
this winter!

The Cunning Blue Jay

“Whatever a blue jay feels,
he can put into language.” 

— Mark Twain

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Blue jay with one of its favorite
foods, the acorn

Blue jay nest with eggs

The jay’s black bridle

Director’s Corner
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Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AullwoodAudubon

Visit us on the web
www.aullwood.org

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/AullwoodAudubon

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/AullwoodAudubon
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I first met our friend Dane in 1963 when he accepted
the position of Farm Director at the Aullwood 
Children’s Farm. Here was a man ready for the job —
his knowledge of rural life, his love for the land and his
easy going, relaxed manner made him a natural for the
Farm position. If he had a mentor while directing the
Farm it was Marie Aull. Mrs. Aull, the donor of the 
Aullwood Center and Farm facilities, was strong willed,
hard working and eager to promote rural and 
environmental education in the Miami Valley region. 

Dane’s stellar work at the Aullwood Farm prepared him
for a position with the Dayton-Montgomery County
Park District (now Five Rivers MetroParks) in 1967. 
At that time the Park District was in the process of 
cooperating with the Miami Conservancy District in
managing the biologically rich green space at the five
Conservancy dam sites. Dane’s knowledge of natural
history and ecology prepared him to assist with the
management of these precious lands — the woodlands,
meadows, prairies, rivers and small streams of the
Miami Valley Region.

As the years passed, Dane grew in his knowledge of
local plants and animals and their ecological 
requirements. This love of the natural world culminated
in his writing a weekly column, “Downtown Naturalist,”
as a supplement to the Dayton Daily News. The column
was written for 13 years and readers learned about the
natural and unnatural history of the Dayton area. 
One column featured the annual Christmas Bird Count
sponsored by the National Audubon Society. As a life-
long bird watcher, Dane participated in this fun event
each year. On a number of occasions, he joined the
Christmas bird counters in Corpus Christi, Texas. We
must remember too that during his last several years
Dane put together a small book entitled Nature in 
Dayton, a collection of his favorite writings from his
“Downtown Naturalist” column. He was proud of this
endeavor.

Dane Mutter
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Dane was a visionary in the preservation of green space
and on numerous occasions over the years, many of us
joined him in his efforts to preserve the Stillwater as a
State Scenic River, Waldrew Park — an old growth forest
south of Dayton, River Bend Park in Dayton, and the
Beaver Creek Wetlands just east of Dayton. Dane’s 
influence was also felt in the preservation of the 
Huffman Prairie on land owned by the Wright Patterson
Air Force Base. This prairie, in combination with the
Wright Brothers Flying Field, has become a national
treasure and attraction. 

As for some of Dane’s personal traits, all of us need to 
remember his kind and gentle manner, his smile, his
hearty laugh, and most of all his love for other people
and the earth. Vince Shay, long time Aullwood staff
member, who aspired to a career in conservation, 
observed Dane and listed these noble qualities — 
“Speak softly. Know what you are talking about. Be 
pleasant. Chuckle once in a while. Be earnest in your 
convictions, but not grim. Make eye contact and hold it.
Exude warmth.” Vince paid attention to Dane’s 
personality traits and went on to become a major 
employee with the Nature Conservancy in Nebraska.

In closing, I must state that Dane was an environmental
icon in the Miami Valley; a champion for the environment
in our state. In his brief passage on this fragile planet,
Dane was in love with the earth, its beauty and mystery,
and worked his entire life to transmit this love to others.
Dane Mutter’s life made a difference.

Dane Mutter –
Dayton’s Favorite Naturalist
by Paul E. Knoop, Jr.

In Memoriam



The Eastwood Eagle Watchers is a group of eagle enthusiasts based in Dayton, Ohio. 
They share a great appreciation for wildlife in general and an unbridled admiration of the 
Bald Eagle. About 10 years ago, Bald Eagles started calling Dayton their home. Jim Weller
started this eagle club in the Miami Valley and has spotted and photographed dozens of 
eagles at Carillon Park and Eastwood Metropark. Bald Eagles, once on the endangered
species list, are now considered a “conservation champion” as many laws and environmental
acts have brought the species back, removing them from the endangered species list. 
Join us as Jim shares his experiences watching these wonderful birds.

Jim Weller –
Eastwood Eagle Watchers
January 16th • 2:30 p.m.
THE EAGLES OF DAYTON, OHIO

Suzie Prange, Ph.D.
January 23th • 2:30 p.m.
GRAY FOXES IN THE 
MIDWEST UNITED STATES:
AN IMPENDING EXTIRPATION 
IN OUR OWN BACKYARDS

Suzie Prange received her B.S. and M.S. in Biology from the 
University of South Alabama and her Ph.D. in Wildlife Biology from the University of Missouri.
She also completed post-doctoral training at Ohio State University and was employed by the
Ohio Division of Wildlife where she served as the State’s furbearer biologist for over 10 years.
The majority of her recent research has been dedicated to threatened and endangered forest
wildlife species, and she has worked extensively with the previously state-endangered 
Bobcat. In addition to Bobcats, she has worked with a number of carnivore species, authoring
over two dozen peer-reviewed papers. She has served on several executive boards and 
committees within The Wildlife Society and the American Society of Mammologists. 
Currently, she is dedicated to independent wildlife conservation  research in Ohio’s 
Appalachian region with a focus on Gray Fox populations.

Friends of 
Aullwood 
Board of 
Trustees

July 1, 2021 –
June 30, 2022

Kyle Schrodi
President

Carolyn Junius
Secretary

David Schrodi
Treasurer

Jen Bonifas

Paul Broerman

Robert K. Davis

Georgene H. 
Dawson

Chris Downing

Chris Freitag

Rap Hankins

Michael Houser

Kim Lally

Teri J. Shirk

Charlie Shoemaker

Conservation Champions – Winter Speaker Series 2022

Join us for this hybrid in-person and virtual speaker series! We will have 50 in-person
openings in the Aullwood Nature Center Auditorium with additional virtual openings up
to 300 people, so you can still join us but from the comfort of your own home. We will be 
exploring nature and experiencing the wonders of the animal kingdom with experts in
their field for this five-part Sunday speaker series. You can register for all or just one. 
The virtual section will be live-streamed so you can log in to join us when you are ready.
Cost is regular admission for non-members and $10 per virtual access for non-members
joining us from home. Members of FOA and NAS as always are free of charge. 
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Bob Scott Placier
Former Hocking 
College Instructor

January 30th • 2:30 p.m.
BIRD BANDING IN OHIO

Bob Scott Placier holds a Master's Degree from Ohio 
University in Environmental Studies and has banded over
20,000 birds under his own permit. Bob also studies the
hard-to-find Saw-whet Owl. Come and learn more about the
fascinating practice of bird banding and the benefits of 
understanding bird behavior and shifts in the bird populations
by attaching little bracelets to a bird’s foot. He has many
great stories and knowledge that you won’t want to miss. 

Susie Creamer
Center Director, Patterson Park Audubon

February 13th • 2:30 p.m.
CITY CREATIVITY: UNLIKELY URBAN OASES

Baltimore loves the Ravens and Orioles! Discover the clever stories that reveal how Baltimore is becoming more “birdy,”
thanks to Patterson Park Audubon Center. From patio gardens and Habitat Canoes to pocket parks and public spaces,
communities are growing the city for the birds. While people have long been the source of environmental problems,
they are also full of creative solutions. Susie Creamer will discuss the surprising diversity of avian species and ground-
level solutions to keeping the birds in “Bird Town.” 

Susie Creamer is director of Patterson Park Audubon Center in Baltimore City, where she and her team weave bird 
conservation with nature-based education in a multicultural community. Programs and projects of the Center take place
in English and in Spanish. Before Audubon, Susie managed education programs at Irvine Nature Center, taught science
at St. Paul’s, and served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Paraguay. Susie has a BS in biology from Washington and Lee
University and an MS in environmental science from Johns Hopkins University. She speaks regularly to garden clubs,
civic groups, and at conferences, including the keynote presentation at teachers’ conference held by the Ministry of 
Education in Panama City, Panama! Susie was named by Baltimore magazine in 2018 as a Baltimore Visionary, in 2020
as a Baltimore Game Changer, and in 2021 as one of 30 Women Shaping Baltimore’s Future. Susie and her bird-friendly
garden were also recently profiled in Baltimore Style.

Joe Boggs
Assistant Professor, Ohio State University

February 6th • 2:30 p.m.
UNDERSTANDING 
(and Even Appreciating!) TREE GALLS

Tree galls are the most obvious and least damaging of any abnormal plant growths found on trees. They may not be
harmful, but it’s common for landowners to insist these largely untreatable growths be treated. Discover the secrets
behind these remarkable plant structures including how galls are formed and their true impact on tree health.

Joe Boggs averages over 100 teaching presentations per year. He’s published articles in the Tree Care Industry 
Association (TCIA) Magazine, Landsculptor (Michigan Green Industry Association), the Buckeye Arborist, the Society
of Commercial Arboriculture Newsletter, and the Canadian Groundskeeper. Joe is a frequent contributor to the 
Buckeye Yard and Garden Line blog. His weekly radio segment, “Buggy Joe Boggs Report,” runs from April through
October on the Saturday morning show, “In the Garden with Ron Wilson.” The Cincinnati show is syndicated to 
34 radio stations in 12 states. Join us as he speaks about the incredible world of plant galls and how insects manage
to lay their eggs and have them protected by plant growth.

Jan. 16, 23, 30Feb. 6 & 132:30 p.m.

 Winter Speaker Series 2022
will be held on the following Sunday afternoons: 

January 16, 23 and 30 and February 6, and 13 at 2:30 p.m.
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Many locations along Aullwood’s Bluebird Trail have changed over the years, with some areas seeing a substantial
growth in woody plants. This correlates with a recent large increase in the number of nesting House wrens 
utilizing the bluebird’s nests. Although both are native nesting species, we try to focus our support on the 
Eastern bluebird as they have more competition from
House sparrows, European starlings and House wrens. 
We decided to test out some new locations for bluebird
boxes at the Nature Center and Farm, moving 10 boxes 
to areas with grassy habitats and clear tree lines.

As a result of these changes, we saw an increase in the
number of bluebirds nesting as well as a decline in House
sparrow nesting. Even though we had three fewer nesting
boxes this year, nesting native species finally exceeded non-
native species. Shown here is the year end summary. As 
always, we want to thank our many volunteers who monitor
the bluebird boxes and help us collect this important data!

This year was Aullwood’s 33rd long-term butterfly monitoring season
and it returned to the original transect located at our nature center. 
A transect is a fixed route along which the monitoring is done so that
the data can be collected consistently. This transect is walked every
week during the same time to monitor the number of butterfly species 
observed. At the end of the season, we send the data to the Ohio 
Lepidopterists Society.

During spring and summer, the Dayton area received a good amount of
rain which allowed the flowers, sedges and grasses to grow tall and 
produce abundant blooms. This created ideal conditions for butterflies. 

We counted a total of 32 species during the season. The highest 
counted butterfly during a single day was the Silver Spotted Skipper
with a total of 45 individuals observed. This species, along with the 
Pearl Crescent, were some of the most common throughout Aullwood’s 
transect. Below is the full list of species seen during the 2021 season.

Results of the 2021 Aullwood Bluebird Monitoring

2021 Long-term Butterfly Monitoring

Red admiral butterfly

Giant swallowtail caterpillar

American Snout • Black Swallowtail • Cabbage White • Clouded Sulphur

Cloudless Sulphur • Common Buckeye • Dun Skipper • Eastern Comma

Eastern Tailed Blue • Giant Swallowtail • Gray Hairstreak

Great Spangled Fritillary • Hackberry Emperor • Hoary Edge 

Least Skipper • Little Wood Satyr • Monarch • Orange Sulphur

Pearl Crescent • Pecks Skipper • Question Mark • Red Admiral

Red Spotted Purple • Silver Spotted Skipper • Silvery Checkerspot

Spring Azure • Summer Azure • Tawny Edge • Tiger Swallowtail

Wood Nymph • Zabulon Skipper • Zebra Swallowtail
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On Sunday, March 13th, gather your family and
friends and enjoy a delicious brunch, a walk in the
sugarbush and a visit with our livestock on the farm. 

Gourmet cooks from the Friends of Aullwood Board will demonstrate
their skills at flipping pancakes, searing sausages, scrambling eggs,
pouring coffee and ladling maple syrup. Aullwood volunteers will lead
tours of the sugarbush and explain the process of maple sugar making. 

Pancake Brunch

The Friends of Aullwood is sponsoring its 
annual Rent-A-Bucket! 

For a donation of $35, ($15 tax deductible), you can
have the name of your choice attached to one of the
buckets hanging from the tapped, sugar maple trees
at Aullwood Farm. In recognition of your support, 
you will receive a half-pint of Aullwood maple syrup.
Weather cooperating, the syrup will be ready for
pickup at the Pancake Brunch on March 13. 
Rent-A-Bucket syrup can be mailed for an additional
$8 to cover postage.

Rent-A-Bucket

Time for Pancake Brunch and Rent-A-Bucket

There will be continuous
serving this year from
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Join us at . . .
Charity A. Krueger Farm

Discovery Center
9101 Frederick Pike
Dayton, OH 45414

Cost:
$10.00/adult; $6.00/child

(age 12 and under)

Sunday, March 13
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Sun., March 1310:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.Charity A. KruegerFarm Discovery Center

It’s back but on a NEW DATE . . .
APRIL 30, 2022

We are postponing our annual Beer & Brewing this year and moving this event
from February 19 at the Nature Center to Saturday, April 30th at the Farm! 
Beer & Brewing will be bigger and better than ever with all of our amazing local
craft brewers, local food trucks, and local bands for a fun and delightful evening
outside at the farm. This event will be for those 21 and over. We will be celebrating
spring with all of our friends and neighbors. Stay tuned for more details! We will
see you on Saturday, April 30 for a truly good time! 100% of your ticket price will
support Aullwood’s environmental education programs for local students.

Beer & Brewing
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Aullwood announces the first annual 
TROLL TROT! We are staying safe and 
socially distant by taking all the fun outdoors 
for this run with the Trolls event from 
March 27 – April 9, 2022! 

You can meet all three of Aullwood’s friendly 
trolls and a giant bird nest along a delightful
1K/5K trail. It’s up to you to find the trolls 
along the way and answer the quiz questions 
for a prize! 

You can explore this 1K/ 5K trail at Aullwood
Audubon OR complete your 1K/ 5K at home!

By joining our virtual race, you can earn a Troll-fully
fantastic t-shirt while raising support for Aullwood
Audubon and our amazing trolls! These are difficult
times and you can help us reach students and adults
right here in the Miami Valley with our award-winning
environmental education programs.

We appreciate our community of friends and families
who want to protect the earth, learn about birds and
threatened or endangered animals, participate in 
recycling and protect and preserve the habitats we
have at Aullwood. Be a conservation rock star today
and join the first annual TROLL TROT! 

Stay tuned for details!

TROLL TROT 2022 at Aullwood
Save the Date!

The Troll that
Hatched an Egg

by Thomas Dambo

This stunning project
by internationally
renowned artist
Thomas Dambo

would not have been
possible without 
the incredible

support of many 
partners and friends. 

Our sincerest thanks
to our Troll sponsors:

The Jesse & Caryl 
Philips Foundation

The Estate of 
Ardith P. Hamilton

The Wyse Family 
Foundation

Michael A. Houser 
in memory of 
Stephen Wargo

Neil W. Hazel 
in honor of 
Jeanne Hazel

The Home Depot 
Foundation

Middlefield Pallet Inc.

Shook Construction

Angela Winston

Sara Ewing

Merle Cyphers

Hope and Robert Taft

Sara E. Woodhull

Pamela P. Houk

Jane & Andy Higgins

Frances S. Repperger

Charlie & Diane 
Shoemaker

Kathy & Dave 
Anderson

Judi & Ron Hill

Janie & Bob Gehman

Carol Powell

David & Laurie Leach

Donna Melia in memory
of Eleanor Bondy

We continue to
raise support for the

Thomas Dambo
“The Troll that

Hatched an Egg” 
Exhibit.

You can be a part of 
this magnificent

installation.

Please contact
Laurie Cothran at

laurie.cothran@audubon.org
or call

937-890-7360 x216
if you would like to make a
gift to support our trolls!

This exhibit supports 
Aullwood’s mission
to inspire and reach

children of all ages with
the wonder of nature,

animals and farming and 
taking conservation action!



What started in 1998, and has observed
6,529 species of birds in 253 regions in 2021?

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)!

With over 180 countries participating in this amazing 
opportunity, it is a treat to be one of the over 
200,000 bird counters just in the United States. 

We will host our count at Aullwood Audubon on Saturday,
February 19 from 7:30 a.m.–11 a.m. This event is free, fun
and an easy way to learn and watch birds together. All ages
are welcome to help count birds. To sign up to participate
at Aullwood, contact Sam Romeo at sromeo@audubon.org.
If you are not able to join us at Aullwood, you can still participate
from your backyard, or anywhere in the world.

GBBC has some updates for the 2022 count. You still need to find
your spot to count birds, and have at least 15 minutes over the four
days to count birds. If you are new to the Count, try using the 
Merlin Bird ID app. If you have participated in the Count before, 
you can go right to using eBird on your phone or laptop. 

You can even participate as 
a group or a family, just pick 
a leader and follow the 
instructions on the group page
for GBBC. That’s what we will
be doing here at Aullwood. I
hope you can join us in person
or at your own chosen space.

Great Backyard Bird Count

American goldfinch

Spotted towheeWhite-breasted nuthatch

American tree sparrow

Pine siskin and American goldfinch
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Frozen Frogcicle
By Frances Boyens 
Public Programs Manager

As winter approaches, I always think of one of the most 
astounding natural phenomena in Ohio — frogs that freeze
in the winter yet hop away in the spring!

As a budding naturalist 20 years ago, I found my first
frozen frog with a group of students. It was a Grey tree
frog and appeared to be frozen solid. I then came to learn
that Grey tree frogs, Wood frogs, Northern spring peepers
and Western chorus frogs, can all survive freezing
temperatures because their livers produce large amounts of
glucose which flushes into every cell. This syrupy solution prevents the cells from freezing and
binds the water molecules inside the cells to prevent dehydration. In short, they produce their
own type of antifreeze!

The frog’s body allows ice to form around the outside of cells and organs but prevents it from
forming on the inside of cells which would create the lethal damage suffered by most animals
when they freeze. Frogs can survive in a solid frozen state at –6°C (21 °F). But even nature has
its limits. For example, Grey tree frogs are unable to withstand exposure to –30°C (–22°F.)

This process has intrigued biologist for ages. Most amphibians overwinter under water, where
they are cold and dormant but because they are in water, their body temperatures never fall
below freezing. It is not known why some frogs have a different survival strategy. They nestle
down into the leafy litter on the forest floor. The leaves, debris and overlying snow give some
insulation from extreme cold, but the frogs are not protected from subfreezing temperatures
as they would be if they chose the underwater winter home.

Biologist are also interested in how the Wood
frog's body can stop blood circulation and start
it again many months later without blood clots
or other injuries. Understanding the mechanism
which allows this could be valuable for treating
human patients after their blood flow is 
temporarily halted by heart attack or stroke, and
it could assist us in human organ preservation. 

Unfortunately, being able to freeze does not
help frog survive their natural predators like
herons!

Naturally Curious

Chubby wood frog

Spring “Peepers”

Wood frog frozen solid
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Grey tree frog
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Bull frog

Bull frog at night
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Chipmunk Adventures for 
Preschool Children
Class dates: Jan. 12, Feb. 9 and Mar. 9 & 23
Chipmunk Adventures classes are for preschool 
children age 2–5 who are accompanied by an adult.
Lots of hands-on as well as cognitive learning 
experiences await you on the Farm, at the Center, 
in the woods, prairie, and creek. Art work, stories,
songs, and hikes are an exciting part of every 
session.

Please dress for the weather conditions. We will 
be both inside and outside during our adventures. 
Bev Holland will be the educator for this season.
Don’t hibernate! Join us in a beautiful “Winter
Wilderness” filled with a sense of wonder.

For more information and to register, please call
937-890-7360. See you soon!

Chipmunk Adventures is for 2-5 year olds (with an adult).
Classes meet on Wednesdays on the dates and times below. 
Themes and Dates are:

Stranger in the Jan. 12 Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Woods Farm Auditorium

And the Owl Feb. 9 Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Said, “Hooot!” Farm Auditorium

Hurry Up, Mar. 9 Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Spring Farm Auditorium

Hurry Up, Mar. 23 Wed. 10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
Spring Farm Auditorium

Cost: Individual classes are $25.00/Members and 
$30.00/Non-Members. Class limit is 6 child-adult pairs for a 
total of 12 participants. (4 minimum).

Chipmunk Adventures
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Why should you consider sponsoring an animal at Aullwood
Audubon this year? The $100 level makes a great gift for
those far away. You can send it to your loved ones, they will
receive a certificate, factsheet and regular updates on the
real live animal here at Aullwood. 

If you are close to Aullwood, the $150 sponsor level offers
the added advantage of a meet-and-greet with your animal
— think what a treat that would be! 

At the $50 level, your sponsorship will help us feed and
house our ambassador animals. These native species and
endangered farm animals educate thousands of visitors and
students about natural history, conservation and our natural
world. 

All sponsor levels are acknowledged at the animal’s living
enclosure. 

Corn snake
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Sponsor an Aullwood Animal

Jersey cow Appaloosa horse

Musk turtle
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2022 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

Warm up with a visit to Aullwood in 
January! Join us for the  Winter Speaker 
Series or bundle up and take a hike on
the frosty trails. General admission is
$12.00/adult and $8.00/child unless 
otherwise noted. Members of  Aullwood
and National Audubon Society are 
admitted free. Please note that  Aullwood
walks are weather dependent and are
cancelled if there is thunder, lightning or
heavy snow/rain. Call 937-890-7360 for
more information.  Aullwood Center 
programs begin at 1000 Aullwood Road.
Aullwood Farm Programs begin at 
9101 Frederick Pike. 

January 1

Aullwood Closed

New Year’s Day

January 6, 13, 20, 27

Adult Discovery Walk

8:00-9:30 a.m. (Center)

January 6, 7, 20, 21

Project Feeder Watch

9:30-11:30 a.m. (Center)

January 11, 25

Volunteer Tips and Tricks

3:00-4:00 p.m. (Center)

January 12

Chipmunk Adventures: 

Stranger in the Woods

10:00-11:45 a.m. (Farm)

January 15

Wolf Moon Walk 

6:00 p.m. (Center)

January 16

Winter Speaker Series #1

2:30 p.m. (Center & Virtual)

January 17

Aullwood Closed 

Martin Luther King Day 

January 23

Winter Speaker Series #2

2:30 p.m. (Center & Virtual)

January 30

Winter Speaker Series #3

2:30 p.m. (Center & Virtual)

January Self-Guided Family 

Activity  Would You? Could You? Live in 
a Barn?  You will find many different kinds 
of barns on Ohio farms. Using the Self-
Guided Family  Walk Scavenger Hunt 
Sheet, discover what kind of barn is on 
Aullwood's Farm. 

Adult Discovery Walk (Members)
Thursdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27 from 
8:00-9:30 a.m. These walks are for Aullwood
and National  Audubon Society members
only. Explore  Aullwood’s trails searching for
birds and other nature finds! Binoculars
recommended. Please be ready and waiting
on the main sidewalk of the Nature Center
at least 5 minutes before the scheduled
start of the walk.  The walk starts promptly
at the scheduled start time and ends
promptly at the scheduled end time.  Adult
Discovery Walks are a benefit for members
and there is no cost to attend. (Center)

Project Feeder Watch (Everyone) 
Thursdays and Fridays, January 6, 7, 20, 21
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Help count and 
identify birds that come to  Aullwood’s 

feeders!  These bird counts contribute to
scientific studies at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. Everyone is welcome to help
with this fun activity! Masks are required
and rooms will have a maximum number 
of occupants permitted at a specific time. 
Visit the Cornell website feederwatch.org
for more information. (Center)  

Wolf Moon Walk (Everyone)
Saturday,  January 15, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Take a stroll to appreciate the first Full
Moon of the calendar year, it has been 
nicknamed the  Wolf Moon, but some 
people call it the Ice Moon, or even the
Moon after  Yule.  We might even catch a
glimpse of a Troll in the moonlight.  You may
bring a flashlight.  This event is limited to 
20 participants; meet on the sidewalk in
front of the Education Center. Free
for members of  Aullwood, NAS and
ANCA; non-members may register and 
pay our general admission prices to 
participate.  (Center) 

Winter Speaker Series (Everyone)
Sundays: January 16, 23, 30 at 3:30 pm 
See article on pages 4-5 for more details. 
(Center & Virtual)

January 2022 Programs

Please arrive 5 minutes before each program begins and be sure to check each individual program information for Covid guidelines. 

You must preregister for each program by calling 937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. 

Please remember registration is required for all programs including the Discovery Walks and Project
Feeder Watch! Some programs may have registration limits and weather can also impact programs. 

Chilly early morning hike

Great grey owl

Red-tailed hawk with prey
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2022 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

Adult Discovery Walk

Thursdays, February 3, 10, 17, 24 from 

8:00-9:30 a.m. (Center)

Project Feeder Watch

Thursday and Friday, February 3, 4, 17, 18

from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  (Center)

Sugarbush Walk

Saturday, February 12 at 2:30 p.m.  The sap

begins to move in the sugar maple trees as

the length of each day increases. Explore 

the sugarbush and the sugarhouse and

maybe even taste fresh maple sap, if the 

sap is rising! (Farm)

Rent-A-Bucket starts 

February 13 – March 13.

February 2022 Programs

Great Backyard Bird Count 

Activities at Aullwood

Saturday, February 19, from 7:30-11:00

a.m.  Aullwood is participating in the

2021 Great Backyard Bird Count on 

Saturday, February 19, from 7:30-11:00

a.m. at the Nature Center. Participants

are invited to come to  Aullwood that

morning to count the birds that visit 

our feeders.  This event is free, fun and

an easy way to participate to learn and

watch birds together.  All ages are 

welcome to help count birds. Sign up for

an hour block or more of time, limited

to 20 per time slot. If you are not able 

to join us at  Aullwood, you can still 

participate from your backyard, or 

anywhere in the world.  Visit

birdcount.org. for more information 

about the Great Backyard Bird Count or 

contact Environmental Educator, 

Sam Romeo, 937-890-7360 ext. 223 

for more information about  Aullwood’s

bird count.

Winter Speaker Series (Everyone)

Sundays: February 6, 13 at 2:30 pm 

See article on pages 4-5 for more

details.  (Center & Virtual) 

February is a great month to enjoy a
Sugarbush  Walk or count birds during
the  Annual Great Backyard Bird
Count. Please note that  Aullwood
walks are weather dependent and are
cancelled if there is thunder, lightning 
or heavy snow/rain. Call 937-890-7360 
for more information.  Aullwood 
Center programs begin at 
1000  Aullwood Road.  Aullwood Farm 
Programs begin at 9101 Frederick Pike.

February 3, 10, 17, 24

Adult Discovery  Walk

8:00-9:30 a.m. (Center)

February 3, 4, 17, 18

Project FeederWatch

9:30-11:30 a.m. (Center)

February 6

Winter Speaker Series #4

2:30 p.m. (Center & Virtual)

February 8, 22

Volunteer Tips & Tricks

3:00-4:00 p.m. (Center)

February 9

Chipmunk Adventures: Owl said 

“Hooot” 10:00-11:45 a.m. (Farm)

February 12

Sugarbush Tapping

2:30 p.m. (Farm)

February 13

Winter Speaker Series #5

2:30 p.m. (Center & Virtual)

February 19

Great Backyard Bird Count

7:30-11:00 a.m. (Center)

February 21

Aullwood Closed 

President’s Day 

Please arrive 5 minutes before each program begins and be sure to check each individual program information for Covid guidelines. 

You must preregister for each program by calling 937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. 

Nicole with sapsucker holes in trees

Backyard Bird Count

Diligent Feeder WatchSugarhouse and buckets
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Eastern bluebird in snow
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Look for the beginnings of blooming
wildflowers and early signs of spring in
the month of March at  Aullwood. 
Bloodroot often begins to emerge in
March. 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Adult Discovery Walk

8:00-9:30 a.m. (Center)

March 3, 4, 17, 18, 31

Project Feeder Watch

9:30-11:30 a.m. (Center)

March 5 

Sugarbush Walk

2:30 p.m. (Farm) 

March 8, 22

Volunteer Trips and Tricks

3:00-4:00 p.m. (Center)

March 9

Chipmunk Adventures: 

Hurry up, Spring! 

10:00-11:45 a.m. (Farm)

March 13

Pancake Brunch

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (Farm)

March 19

Worm Moon Walk 

6:30-8:00 p.m (Center) 

March 23

Chipmunk Adventures: Hurry up, Spring!

10:00-11:45 a.m. (Farm)

Adult Discovery Walks

Thursdays: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

Project Feeder Watch

Thursday and Friday: March 3, 4, 17, 18, 31

from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Sugarbush Walk

Sunday, March 5 at 2:30 p.m.

Discover how sugar maple trees are

tapped for their sap and how that sap is

turned into sweet maple syrup! Learn how

maple syrup making got its start, take a

hike in the sugarbush and taste this 

delicious syrupy treat! (Farm)

March 2022 Programs

Worm Moon Walk (Everyone)

Saturday, March 19 at 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Just as the Spring Equinox dawns, so

too does the Worm Moon.  This Full

Moon is a harbinger of spring with the

Spring Equinox on Sunday, March 20. 

We might even catch a gimps of a Troll

in the moonlight.  You may bring a 

flashlight.  This event is limited to 

20 participants; meet on the sidewalk in

front of the Education Center. Free

for members of Aullwood NAS and

ANCA; Registration is required for all

participants. Non-members pay general

admission prices to participate. 

(Center)
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Please arrive 5 minutes before each program begins and be sure to check each individual program information for Covid guidelines. 

You must preregister for each program by calling 937-890-7360 or register on Aullwood’s website at aullwood.org. 

Witch Hazel blooming in winter

Short-eared owl

Snowy Egret

Bloodroot flowers

2022 Aullwood Program and Class Calendar 

Learning to drill holes in trees for the
maple syrup program
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Birds, Flight and the Wrights Trail
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Please join us in congratulating
the talented Chris Rowlands 
for winning first place for the 
Multi-media and the Artist’s
Choice Awards this year at 
the Susan Kathleen Black 
Foundation Annual Artist 
Rendezvous & Workshop in
Dubois, Wyoming. Chris working with

students in their art
workshop.

Chris Rowlands receives Art Award

January is 
National Puzzle Month! 
The Aullwood Nature 
Store has an extensive 
selection of puzzles and
games for all ages and 
interests. Twenty piece
puzzles are just right for
the youngest puzzlers and
a 2,000 piece puzzle will
challenge even the most experienced. We carry a carefully chosen 
selection from Allport, Cavallini, eeBoo, Monarque, Pomegranate, 
One Canoe, Puzzle Folk and YES. 

Bird-opoly is just one of several “opoly” games that are perfect for 
family game night. Or chose a new game from Asmodee, Blue Orange
or eeBoo. Purchase a puzzle or game in January and receive a 4 oz. bag
of Amish Country Popping Corn to make puzzle and game night even
more fun.

Nature Store News

Buy and Donate
Business Partnerships

All of these partnerships support 
Aullwood’s environmental educational
programs for children. Help Aullwood
by registering today!

Kroger Community 
Rewards Program
You can shop till you 
drop and support Aullwood at the
same time with only a few easy steps!
1. Visit the website:
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
2. Sign in or Login to your account.
3. Make Aullwood Audubon your 
charity of choice. Aullwood’s Charity 
ID Number YN601.
4. Shop at Kroger as normal and 
a portion of your sale will support 
all of Aullwood’s programs for local 
children! 
5. You will know you are giving to 
Aullwood when you see at the bottom
of your receipt: “At your request,
Kroger is donating to Aullwood
Audubon Center and Farm.”

Dorothy Lane Market's
Good Neighbor Program
It’s easy to join the DLM
Good Neighbor Program
and support Aullwood! 
1. Visit www.DorothyLane.com.
2. Click “Club DLM” in the bar 
across the top.
3. Click on “Good Neighbor Program.”
4. Type in your First & Last Name, 
Email and Club Card Number.
5. Select Aullwood Audubon as your
charity and click “Enroll Now.”
Please keep in mind you must re-enroll
each year for the good Neighbor 
Program.

AmazonSmile 
Support 
Aullwood when you shop at Amazon!
1. Visit smile.amazon.com and 
login to Amazon as normal.
2. Type in Friends of Aullwood, Inc. as
your Charitable Organization.
3. Aullwood will receive 0.5% on the
price of eligible items purchased!
It’s simple and easy and makes a big 
difference for Aullwood!

Call Laurie Cothran at 
937-890-7360 ext. 216 
for more details.
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Thirty-one volunteers worked alongside artist Thomas Dambo and team on
the “Troll That Hatched an Egg” exhibit, and they had the challenging task 
of keeping their amazing and unique experience secret for nearly 8 weeks.
The team was comprised of a diverse group of people: their ages ranged from
the mid-20s to mid-80s and while many are from nearby communities 
including Troy, Tipp City, Xenia, Oakwood, Dayton, Englewood, and 
Vandalia, one volunteer is from Maineville and another volunteer 
commuted from Missouri to work on the project four days each week! 

Volunteers worked in a variety of conditions including heat and humidity,
rain, mud, and frosty temperatures — always with positive attitudes and the
flexibility and adaptability needed for such a dynamic project. 

The Troll team volunteers donated 760 hours in five weeks to help create the
trolls and nest. Another 123 hours were contributed by volunteers collecting
project materials and preparing housing for the artist and his team, so 
altogether, volunteers contributed 883 hours to this project.

We were incredibly lucky to assemble such a fantastic group of volunteers
and are so appreciative for their assistance in bringing these exhibits to life.
The art installation volunteers are: Jared Avery, Karen Beaty, Judy Harden,
Dansen Brown, Mark Coldiron, Courtney Denning, Paula Dye, Karen Engel,
Beth Green, Bruce & Catherine Hackett, LuAnn Holsher, John Hurst, 
David Hurwitz, Tiff Karacia, Tyrone Kelley, Janet Lasley, Mike O’Callaghan,
William Rabe, Richard Rapp, Kevin & Amy Rehfus, Jill Ruffing, 
Phoenix Simmons, Bil Tipton, Mark & Patty Thompson, Jackie Van Tilburgh,
Rick & Nancy Vogel and Ben Woodruff. 

Volunteer Corner 2022

Meet the Troll Volunteer Team

January – February – March

16

The Troll Build Team

Dick and Nancy Vogel

Kevin Rehfus

Jared Avery and Phoenix Simmons

Beth Green

Catherine Hackett &
Courtney Denning

John Hurst



Winter into Early Spring Volunteer Opportunities

For more information about these opportunities, please call Nenita Lapitan, Manager of Volunteer and
Rental Services at 937-890-7360, ext. 214 or email: nenita.lapitan@audubon.org.

Guest Services Volunteers 
The Dambo exhibit will bring an increase in visitors to Aullwood so we are looking
for people who enjoy interacting with the public to add to our Guest Services team.

We have a new position available: Greeter/Wayfinder Volunteer as well as our key
Guest Services Volunteer role. Greeter/Wayfinder Volunteers interact directly 
with guests: greeting them, providing maps and other brochures, and answering 
questions. This volunteer position will not handle sales transactions. The minimum
commitment for this position is 2 hours, once a week for 6 months, including an 
occasional Saturday or Sunday. Guest Services Volunteers do all of the above as 
well as handle sales transactions. The minimum commitment for the Guest Services
Volunteer position is 4 hours, once a week and includes an occasional Saturday. 

Volunteer Naturalists 
We are looking for people who enjoy sharing and discovering the wonders of nature
with children. Our education programs cover a variety of natural history topics, 
and you will learn them through observation and trainings with the Education 
Department, and team teaching. Most school field trips last 90-minutes. 
The volunteer commitment is on a regular basis through the school year.

Wildlife Ambassador Volunteer 
Do you want to learn about reptiles and amphibians? We need help preparing food
for some of our wildlife ambassadors and cleaning their enclosures. Commitment 
is 2 hours once a week for 4 months. Days available are Monday-Friday, hours are
flexible. 

Friends of Aullwood Pancake Brunch 
Sunday, March 13 at the Farm. Help serve food and drinks or keep the dining room
neat and clean. Complimentary pancake meal for all volunteers! Two shifts to 
choose from: 8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. or 11:45 a.m.-3:15 p.m.

Barb Runyon

Students with volunteer naturalist 
Bob Lorenzetti

Kids with volunteer naturalist 
Mike O’Callaghan

Volunteer Tips and Tricks
Volunteer Naturalists and other Operations Volunteers are invited to 
attend bi-monthly nature walks on Tuesday afternoons from 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Led by an Education Staff member, you will discover seasonal happenings
in the nature sanctuary as well as learn easy and fun activities to use while
leading education programs. Pre-registration is required. 
Upcoming dates are: January 11, 25; February 8, 22 and March 8, 22.
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A Special Thanks to our
Community Partners

Memorials / Tributes . . .

Blue Heron
Charles S. Allyn, Jr. Foundation

Fund of The Dayton Foundation
The Berry Family Foundation
Cargill Provimi
The Dayton Foundation
DP&L Company Foundation
Sue & Ben Fry
Graymer Foundation
Neil & Jeanne Hazel
Kettering Family Philanthropies
Mariel Foundation
Mary Kittredge Fund 

of the Dayton Foundation
Montgomery County Arts & 

Cultural District
Estate of Francis O. Munn
Jesse & Caryl Philips Foundation
Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust
Susan Kathleen Black Foundation
Virginia Kettering Foundation
Wyse Family Foundation
John & Becky York

Egret
Buckeye Home Healthcare LLC.
Honda of America Foundation
National Audubon Society 

Burke Grant
The Fred & Alice Wallace 

Charitable Memorial 
Foundation

Egret
Cargill
Choice Comfort Services, Inc.
Richard & Beverly Cleverly
City of Vandalia Cultural

Endowment Fund
Dayton Freight Lines, Inc.
Linda Denney
Dollar General Youth Literacy

Foundation

James A. Harrison
Henny Penny
Houser Asphalt & Concrete, Inc.
C. Stewart Johnson
kmh Graphics
LWC, Inc.
Mechanical Systems of 

Dayton, Inc.
Steve & Teresa Meyer 

Family Fund
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur

PNC Bank

Riverdale Optimist Club

Shook Construction

The Siebenthaler Company

Richard & June Smythe

Joanne & Cyrus W. Spurlino

Theda & Tamblin Clark Smith 
Family Foundation

Vandalia-Butler Community 
Foundation

Swallow
Credence Management 

Solutions
The Dupps Company 

Charitable Foundation
Requarth Co.
Milton & Marian Simmons 

Community Fund of 
The Dayton Foundation

Western Ohio Graphics
Wild Birds Unlimited Kettering
Wild Birds Unlimited 

Huber Heights

Warbler
College Women’s Club 

of Dayton
Eubel Brady & Suttman 

Asset Management
Greenview Garden Club
Illinois Tool Works
Reynolds & Reynolds
Woodhull LLC

Aullwood Audubon gratefully acknowledges 
donations from the following:

Bud & Esther Brown

Douglas Glass

The Graymer Foundation

Melissa King

The Kroger Co.

The Kuntz Foundation

Mike & Amy Parks

Melissa K. Rubins

John Siehl

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L.
Smythe

Katrinka Westendorf

John & Becky York

Thank You . . .

In memory of Phyllis Grady
Jonathan Chenoweth

Nan & Bill Danzig

Mary & Charles Geiger

Susie & Gary Keithley

Maureen & John Nagy

Anthony Quire

Mary Ann Van Tress

Holly & George Welther

In memory of Harold Gegel
Jane Peterson

In memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. B.P. Gibson

David & Joelle Gibson

In memory of 
Mary Ann Gravenkemper

Jeanette Patton

In memory of 
Hugo & Thelma Meyer

Steve & Teresa Meyer

In memory of Dane Mutter
Charlie Shoemaker

In memory of 
Rolf Hansen Palmus

Greenview Garden Club

In memory of Ellen L. Smith
Mary & Dan Menke
Stephen Smith

In memory of Clarence H. &
Constance Q. Westendorf

Katrinka Westendorf
In memory of 
Elizabeth Weaver

Anne Warren
In memory of Denny Wolf

Penny & Norm Perkins
In honor of 
Jean Bindeman

Kathleen & 
Douglas Ogilvie

In honor of John Dupps 
and his love of nature

Julia Dupps
Emily Hendrix

In honor of 
Carol & John Kennard

Mildred Hopkins
In honor of 
Kara Maynard,
for Christmas

John Hudson
In honor of 
Betty McCollom’s 
special birthday

Charlie Deuser
In honor of 
Judy McCormick

Beverly Parker



Friends of Aullwood gift memberships
are always available!

A Friends of Aullwood gift membership is perfect 
for any occasion and at any time of the year. 

Along with your purchase, you can select a gift box and
card to announce your gift. You may choose the level

(Family, Individual, Senior Couple, Student, Grandparent
and more!) and be assured of a great fit! So many 
benefits await including reciprocal admissions and 

discounts at over 180 nature centers around the country! 
It's a gift that will be used year-round and is ideal for 

that hard-to-shop for person

Call 937-890-7360 for more information.
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The Aull Society
Heartfelt Thanks
Aullwood Audubon gratefully acknowledges members of The Aull Society. They are all
part of Aullwood’s vibrant, healthy future and their planned giving reflects what they
cherish — the birds, animals, nature (and now Trolls!) here at Aullwood that have brought
joy to their lives.

You too, can make a difference and help to secure Aullwood’s future and ensure that your 
values endure. Here are several suggestions that will enable you to provide a planned gift
for Aullwood through financial planning. Giving opportunities come in many sizes, shapes
and forms. 

Bequest: This unrestricted gift has no conditions attached and is used at the discretion of
the Friends of Aullwood Board of Trustees. It is a general purpose gift that is directed to
the most pressing needs at the time of receipt. 

Life Insurance: Name the Friends of Aullwood as the policy beneficiary. In some instances, 
the premiums for the policy may be taken as a tax deduction. 

IRA: These are pre-tax dollars and are taxable when withdrawals are made. By naming the
Friends of Aullwood as a beneficiary the remaining funds, if any, would pass to Aullwood
as a charitable contribution. 

CD: You can name the Friends of Aullwood as a beneficiary of these funds as a fully 
deductible charitable contribution.

Honorary or memorial bequest: You may give a gift in honor of or in memory of someone, 
a special life celebration or “just because.” Your request will be honored as you deem 
appropriate.

Endowed bequest: Creating an endowment means that your gift will continue giving 
indefinitely. The Friends of Aullwood will hold the funds permanently and will use only a 
percentage of the interest earned on the funds each year. You determine how your gift is 
restricted. 

You and your financial advisor will determine what is right for your charitable gift giving.
Should you choose Aullwood, please notify the Friends of Aullwood of your planned gift. 
You will immediately become a member of The Aull Society. As a member, you will 
receive recognition in Aullwood's annual report, invitations to special events as well as an
invitation to and recognition at Aullwood's Annual Meeting event for planned gift donors. 

For more information (with no obligation), please call Laurie Cothran at 
937-890-7360, extension 216.

Aullwood Staff

Alexis R. Faust
Executive Director

Kate Burkman
Animal Care Assistant

Frances Boyens
Manager, Public Programs

Laurie Cothran
Development &
Marketing Manager

Peter Evans
Farm Assistant

Ken Fasimpaur
IT Manager

Bev Holland
Environmental
Educator

Nenita Lapitan
Manager of Volunteer &
Rental Services

Sam Romeo
Environmental Educator

Chris Rowlands
Environmental Educator /
Outreach

Julia Smith
Farm / Center Assistant

Dalynn Sours
Database Assistant

Dan Spaugy
Grounds Assistant

Barbara Trick
Office Manager

Jonah VanRoekel
Farmer

Ryan Walburn
Maintenance Manager

Marsha WIlliams
Farm / Center Assistant
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